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Defendat quod guiſq; ſentit, ſunt enim judicia Libera; nos Hfli- 
tutum tenebimus nulliuſq; unius diſcipline legibus aftrifti quibus in 
— pareamus : QAuid fit in ; Re probabile ſemper require» 
2 0s gui 2 probabi ia, nec ultra quam id quod ver — 

mile occurrit progredi poſſumus, et refellere inacia, et 
refelli fine 3 *＋— | of | fue ue. bg 
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Let every one be permitted to defend his real Sentiments, 
for ev "Ro Judgment is free; by our own Judgment we 
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ſhall be directed, being not obliged, in r to 22 4 : | 


Laws or Determinations of any 1 Diſcipline, 

School; but on every Subject of Inquiry, whatever appears 
moſt probable, we r endeavour to inveſti- 
gate. We who are only in purſuit of what is probable, and do 
not go beyond the Bounds of probability, are always prepared 
to refute other Mens Opinions without the leaſt 2 of 
bien. and to be refuted by others without the leaſt Emotion 
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To the! 920 Honourable os 4 Rinks _ X {4 
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Loap Bis Ror of ExzT zB. 1 
we N the preſent Ae, which i 1s unbappi 


racterixed with the almoſt venerable Name of L 


Patriotic, in which no Performances cum ſuir 


the Taſte of Multitudes of deluded Engliſhmen". 
however infipid in themſelves in Points of wow. 
nent or Philoſophy, unleſs they are "what "we" 
call: ſpirited or high ſpirited, being richly Srafen * 


/ with a junian Kind of infoleiit; libellbus, or re- = | 
bellious I nbective on legal Governors of "every 


Denomination z in ſuch an Age, my Lord,” ut 1s 


very eaſy and natural far us ty du, that” 
Prejudices againff all dedicatorial Compliments * 


muſt be flrong and numerous. And I ſbal theres\. 
fore beg Leave, in the Courſe of this Deda 
to obviate the Objettions of a corrupt or vittatem 
Taft, with the following Offervations., _ TC 
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Since it would be @ Crime to be utterly re- 


gardleſs of what becomes of myſelf, T ſhall there- - 
fore, my Lord, take the Liberty” of making 4 


fimilar Obſervation to that, which in Dedica- 
tion to ther late Archbiſhop of York; un made 
by our OO" 9 * RY Lords ir of 
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| Bee 25 FA 700 ar to be charaBteriflicaty 2 
© deferibed, ond” whoſe” divine Diſſertations on 
Prophecy, cuntuning the Marrow of all facred 
and prophane Hi 22. Juftly entitles him to le 
confidered as 4 Luminary no leſs beneficial and 
* in the World of - Rehgious, than was 
the great Sir Iſaac Newton in that of Natural 
Phuloſaphy ; tbat the Defign of this Book, and 
the Manner in which it is executed, is not unfit 
for ne to Mer, nor for your Lordſbip to receive. 
And I ſhall obſerve alſo, with the open-ſpirited, 
learned, and ingenious Mr. Jortin, that as to 
Semulation or Difimulation, I dete and abhor ; 
but when Virtue and Greatneſs are combined to 
diflnguiſh and reward Merit, the Offerings of 
dedicatarial Compliment then become the Tribute 
of Duty, Gratitude. and Juflice; and that there ' 
#5 ample. Room for, and that the bigbeſi Demon- 
ration of Taſte, Genius, Elegance, and Pro- 
Priety, have been diſplayed in Things of this Na- 
ure, as allowed Evidences of the Fact, I ſhall 
produce the following Extrafts jrom the ru 
5 Roman Poets Horace and Virgil. 


1 the firft Ode, and the feſt aon, 3 Macenas 
I thus. addreſſed. 


5 ee bes; ' 
O, et præſidĩum et dulce decus meum, 

oO Qui Gt Mecenas ut nemo quam fibi ſortem 

20% * Sen Ratio dederit, ſeu Fors objecerit, illa 
5 Contentus vivat, laudat diverſa ſequentes. 
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Fer dle Bengt of the Bog 3 | 
it is thus pleafongly tranſtated by Mr. * — 
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Abe en the n annie. — 3 


Contented with the Lot which, Reaſon gives 5 
Or Chance preſents; yet all with Envy view „ 
The Schemes which others varjauſly purſue? 7 * 


In honour A. , Ode Second, 
n ho Us | hel Seem 22 PT Ext, 


Lætus interſis populo wei | 1 

Neve te noſtris vitiis — . n de 
| Ocyor Aura | 7 F 1 Foe 
Tollat, hic magnos potius Triumpho . 
Hic ames dici pater =P princeps ' - 


Cum tot ſuſtineas et tanta negotia rerum NED 
Res Italas, Armi tuteris, moribus ornes  - - 
Lanes Bend in publica commoda peccem 
5 longs Sermon ores re | 


Firft Eneid Virgil. 

veniet luſtris labentibus ætas | 
Cum domus Aſſaraci Phthiam c n Mycenas _ 
BgBerrxitio premet, ac victis dominabitur Arg, 
Naſcetur pulchra Trojanus origine Cæſar, 
Imperium Oceano, famam qui terminet n 
Julius, a magno dimiſſum nomen . 


. 


The Compliment i is continued during eight ho : 
ceeding Lines, but the honorary Marrow of it 
is contained in the three laſt Lines which I have 


 bere tranſcribed, and yr. the oe Ra fs 
thus tranſlated. 


There foal be born a Tr Ties can with the 


a 
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Nume / due, Abende from the great Tulue\ 
= or Aſcamus, the Son of Aneas, whoſe Empire and 
& Ghory(meaning the Empire of the Fulian Family 
can be bounded by nothing leſs in extent than by © 
© che Ocean and the flarry Orlwe. 


Imphe na. dub but your Lordſhip hath 921 
confidered this as one of the beſt fabricated Pieces 
of its Kind, which 1s any where extant in the 
hole Syſtem of Claſſical Invention and Archi- 
= " teflure; and allowing that theſe great Geniuſſes 
| intended to recommend themſelves to the Notice 
* and Favour of their Prince and his Miniſter, by 
* * fuch Effufions of honorary Sentiment, it ſurely is 
ns Reproach to an honeſt Mind, nor were they 
"even bY Men of Tafte in their oum Times, nor 
by polite Engliſhmen in this, will he read; upon 
tis Account, "with the leſs Approbation and 
* Pleaſure: Nor can it be | ſaid, unleſs by ſome 
fur or acid Patriot, in a ſelf-tormenting Spirit, 
\ that public Teftimonies of Eſteem and Honour, 
* which ſhall be paid to a modern Cæſar and his 
Mzacenas, muſt be confidered as the unſavory Of 
fences of "Hypocriſy or Adulation. And with 
* "Regard to our religious Patriots, if your Lord- 
pep, with the reſt of our learned and pious Pre- 
- "/ates, had not more Candour, Moderation, and 
true Chriſtian univerſal Charity, than has been ! 
Fo exhibited by the Author of the Confeſfional, of 
tes Reflections" on the Fate of the Petition, I the 
=_ | Reviewers 


lining cal Dhl Kiphue, the: — * I 


1 "this patriotic Jy 6 _ in 4 fes Can Count | 
(nor have I any Objedtion to its being as free a ys 
it ought to be} in which legal Governors are 
every Day moſt irreverently treated, I hope that 
your Lordſpip, with others of the maſt "Judicious 


8 * F >; * 8 Es. . # * 1 4 5 L ES * : 


287, p 


r it may juſtly be 


aid that the Diſſenters, who at preſent are bound | 


only by a few ſlight Cords of Obligation to the | 
preſcribed Rules of an eftabli iſhed Church,” Would 


bave juſt Reaſon to complain of the beavieft 4 
2 hains 20 Pepreſen and C oft 


„ oY 
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and diſtinguiſbing 7. ale, ioill have no Neaſon to 


charge the particular Subjeũ of this Dedication 
with the leaſt Degree of Impertinence or Impro-— 


priety. And I am particularly pleaſed with an | 
Opportunity of dedicating this little Treatiſe to 
your Lordſhip, becauſe I am perſuaded that you * 
are a fincere Friend to every. juſtifiable Kind of * 


civil and religious Liberty, to all Enquiries, 
_ Diſailtftions, or Inveſtigatsons, without any Re- 


gard to the Words Etero or Othodox, ſo long as © 


they are conducted with a becoming Spirit of Mo- 


j deration. and with a true Deference both to tbe 
* Authority and D*termination of legal Superiors. | 
Nor can I think of making your Lordſhip a more 


acceptable Offering of Efteem and genteel Sentt- 


ment, under all the Obhgations of Truth and 
* ice, 


F) 7 ee 


ure, than by an Application of -that which 
| was made by the great Dr. Conyer's Middleton 
1 Dr. Thomas Gooch, Maſter of Caius College, 
in Cambridge, tors Biboy of Norwich; and a 
myſt worthy Prelatee. | 


That your Lordi may long enjoy that be- 
culiar Vigour of Mind and Body, which enables 
you to diſcharge all the Duties of your Epiſcopal 
Station, by Admonition and Precept, with Ho- 
— - yourſelf and Benefit to the Public, is the 
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RELIGIOUS 


PHILOSOPHICAL 
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S EE F;+. 
On the Reaſonableneſs of giving the Same Credit 
to Divines, in particular Gaſes, as is claim. 
ed by the Lawyer or the Phyſician. "On tbe 
neceſſary Conditions of Salvation, as ob- 
vious to the common Senſe and Reaſon of 


Mankind. On the great End of. 1 
606 under the Law and the Goſpel. 


HE RE are thins Profeſſions Ne? : 
monly called Law, Phyſic, and — 
> vinity: Nor does any T — 

more powerfully or injuriouſly to 
the Intereſt of Religion in general, than the 


Want of conſidering Religion or Divinity as 
2 Profeſſion. bs will therefore proceed to 
1 conſidep- 


Be Mt © 
conſider for what Reaſon, in what Caſes and 
Circumſtances, the ſame Credit is to be gi- 
ven to the Divine, as is commonly claimed 

by the Lawyer and the Phyſician. 

But when I talk of the Intereſt of Religi- 
on, perhaps ſome one in a Spirit of Arch- 
neſs and Oppoſition will ſay, that by the 
Intereſt of Religion, muſt be underſtood the 
Intereſt of the Clergy ; and when we talk of 
the Intereſt of the State, perhaps ſome one 
of a fimilar Turn of Genius will obſerve, that 
by the Intereſt of the State muſt be under- 
ſtood the Intereſt of Stateſmen ; let it be fo, 
this will not diſcourage me from attempting 

to prove, that in either View of Things, the 
Intereſt both of Church and State ought to 
be attended to and ſupported ; the one by 
ſome ſettled and eſtabliſhed Mode of public 
Worſhip, and the other by ſuch Laws, Sta- 
tutes, , x: Haag and Regulatigns, as wiſe 
and good Men, inveſted with the Powers 
of Legiſlation, ſhall preſcribe and eſtabliſh. 
Now the Reaſon of being determined in par- 
ticular Caſes and Circumſtances by the Opi- 
nion of Lawyers, Phyſicians, and Divines, 
ſtands briefly thus: If the Allmighty Archi- 
tect of the Univerſe, and conſequently of the 
human Frame, in whoſe infinite Kaowledge 
muſt exiſt every poſſible Sickneſs or Diſorder 
to-which we are liable, had reſolved to re- 
veal what was neceſſary to be given, or ap- 
lied in all Caſes and Circumſtances, the ſtu- 
dious Inquiries of the moſt ſenſible and judi- 

| cious 


23 3 


cious Part of the Medical Faculty, into the 


Powers and Operations of Nature, had been 
rendered intirely unneceſſary or uſeleſs. In 
the ſame Manner, if the Allmighty Archi- 
te& of the Univerſe, and of Cont the 
original Founder of all States, in whoſe in- 
finite Knowledge muſt exiſt all Laws, Sta- 
tutes, Ordinances, and Regulations, neceſ- 
fary for the good Government of all human 
Societies, had reſolved to reveal ſuch as in 
all Times, Ages, and in every reſpective 
State, are beſt calculated for the Preſervation 
of public Peace and Unity; all that Wit 
dom, Penetration, Sagacity, and Goodneſs, 
which have been diſplayed in the venerable 
Character of Law-givers, had been intirely 
over- ruled and ſuppreſſed. In the Truth of 
ſimilar Obſervations it may be juſtly ſaid, 
that, if the Allmighty Architect of the Uni- 
verſe, and original Inſpirer of the Bible Re- 
ligion, in whoſe infinite Knowledge muſt 
_ exiſt the moſt perfect, and conſequently moſt 
acceptable Parts of public Worſhip, had re- 
ſolved to reveal ſuch amongſt the ſeveral Re- 
velations or Diſcoveries of his Will, it had 
intirely ſuperſeded both the Reaſonableneſs 
and Duty of compoſing ſuch, what I call Ne- 
ceſſaries or Eſſentials of public Worſhip, as 
are to be read in our Common-Prayer, Book, 
and by wiſe and good Proteſtant - Chriſtian 
Governors, have been preſcribed and eſta- 

bliſhed. _ | 2 20 
Here it may be obſcryed, that, whereas in 
BY - = ne 


ES 3, 

Point of Health, it is abundantly of the 
eateſt Conſequence to each Individual, to 
ſive temperately, and- to make uſe of what, 
by Experience, they find to be moſt agreea- 
ble to their Conſtitutions: And, whereas, 
on the Side of temporal Proſperity, it 

is of the greateſt Conſequence to each Indi- 
* vidual, to preſerve a peaceable and unlitigious 
Turn of Mind and Reſolution, yet ſtill there 
are particular Caſes and Circumſtances in 
| which we ought to be directed by the Opi- 
nion of the Lawyer, and Judgment of the 
| Phyſician: So likewiſe in Matters of Reli- 
| gion, it is of the greateſt Importance to each 
KH Individual, to ſettle within his own Mind, a 

4 right Faith in God and his Allmighty Provi- 
1 dence; the Boundaries of right and wrong, 
of innocent and unlawfull Pleaſures, and his 
Expectations of a future State, in Proportion 
to the goodneſs or badneſs of his Life: Vet 
ſtill the civil Magiſtrate, aſſiſted by the Opi- 
nion of able Divines, ought to eſtabliſh ſome 
i" particular Mode or Form of public Worſhip, 
| which they think, and which they believe 
Wi alſo, that all, or the major Part of his Sub- 
18 Jects, ſhall think moſt perfect, and of Con- 

| 
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ſequence moſt acceptable. This hath been, 
and ought to be the Practice of every Inde- 
ndent Chriſtian Community, as directed 
the Dictates of natural and revealed Reli- 

| : gion. g | | | 
'F Again, in every Independent Community 
1 of Chriſtians, the proper Repreſentatives ud 
| ; the 


Be 


the State muſt be the Perſons in whoſe Hands 
the legiſlative Authority is inveſted, and the 
fame Perſons muſt be the immediate and pro- 
per Repreſentatives of the Church, having a 
Right to preſcribe all ſuch religious Rites, 
Ceremonies, and Ordinances, as in their 
Wiſdom and Prudence ſhall ſzem beſt calcu- 
lated to anſwer the common Purpoſes of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Government: When, therefore, it 
is ſaid in the twentieth Article, that the 
Church, it muſt be underſtood that the Chriſ- 
tian Civil Magiſtrate hath Power to decree 
Rites or Ceremonies, and Authority 1 in Con- 
troverſies of Faith. | 

The Author of the- Confeſſional, indeed, 
and of Reflections on the Fate of the Peti- 
tion, (if they are different Perſons) confider- 
ed as the moſt powerfull Champions to plead 
the Cauſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters, frequently 
take Occaſion to ſpeak ironically and ſneer- 
ingly of the Clergy, as a Clerical Society, 
diſtin, ſeperate, and independent of the 
State. But by theſe Militants, whether we 
conſider them as State or Church Militants, 
Things are falſely conceived and repreſented ; 
for the Biſhops, nor the whole Body of the 
Clergy of the Church of England, have any 
Power, nor do they claim any ſuch, to rg 
cree Rites or Ceremonies, nor have any Au- 
_ thority in Controverſies of Faith. 

The Caſe ſtanding thus. The civil Chriſ- 
tian Magiſtrate hath a Right to enact, and hath 
enacted penal Laws to oblige his Subjects to 

B 3 be 
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be honeſt and obedient; and in Subordination 
to his Authority, a particular Part of his Sub- 
jects are appointed to be Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, whoſe peculiar Buſineſs it is by Ar- 
guments drawn from a Conſideration of the 
Being and Perfections of God, and of a fu- 
ture State, to ſupport the one common Cauſe 
of Virtue and Obedience. So that the Na- 
ture of our religious Controverſy is very dif- 
ferent from what it has been repreſented by 
theſe virulent Abuſers of Prelates and Epiſ- 
copacy. . 
But returning to the Reaſonableneſs, in 
Matters of Religion, relative to the Appoint- 
ment of religious Rites and Ceremonies, of 
giving Credit to the Opinion of Divines ; this 
Reaſonableneſs will be evident from a Conſi- 
deration, that the Word or Will of God is fre- 
quently dreſſed up in what we call Figurative, 
metaphorical, and allegorical Expreſſionis; in 
the Ænigmatical Conſtructions of a Parable, 
and that a Variety of Scripture Phraſes have a 
double Senſe, commonly called the literal, 
and the ſpiritual One ; fo that the Bible, up- 
on the Whole, is one of the moſt difficult 
Books in the World to be underſtood, as is 
evident from the multiplicity of ſcriptural 
Commentaries, Paraphraſes, and IIluſtrati- 
ons; and therefore it requires Men of the 
firſt-rate Abilities, to explain different Paſ- 
ſages of Holy Scripture, and to render them 
conſiſtent with each other. But in the few 
Effentials of Religion, as neceſſary to Salva- 
8 tion, 


„ 


6 


tion, every one of the meaneſt Underſtand- 
ing may be ſaid to be in a Capacity of help- 
ing themſelves ; becauſe the Being and Per- 
fections of an eternal, independent, and ſpi- : 
ritual God, the Poſſibility of a future State, 
and the Neceſſity of making an equitable Dil- 
tinction between good and bad Men, are 
Truths which every one's Reflections on the 


Nature and Order of created Things and Be- 


ings muſt unavoidably diſcover, and oblige. 
them to acknowledge. From hence I ſhall 
procecd to take a View of the eſſential Doc- 
trines of Salvation, as obvious to the common 
Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind; becauſe the 
making a Belief of uncertain Points! as ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, which in reality is and 


cannot be ſo, naturally tends to increaſe a 


particular Kind of Deiſm, or Infidelity, 
which, amongſt People of different Orders, 
is thought to be very extenſive. 
It makes no Part of my Deſign, at pre- 
ſent, to prove the particular End of a divine 
Revelation, both under the Law and the 
Goſpel; what Means an Allmighty Provi- 
dence hath made uſe of for the Accompliſh- 
ment of it, nor to conſider the Nature of a 
Myſtery, or what particular Myſteries the 
Chriftian Revelation is attended with; it be- 


ing ſufficient to my preſent Purpoſe to men- 


tion what! 2pprehend to have been the great 
End of Revelation, both under the Law and 
the Goſpel; and that the ſame End was pro- 


poſed in both theſe religious Diſpenſations, 
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to define what I mean by Salvation, and to 
repreſent the neceſſary Conditions of it, or of 


a Chriſtian ſaving Faith, as obvious to the 
common Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind. 


By Salvation, I mean reaſonable Hopes 
and Expectations, or a reaſonable Aſſurance 
of being treated in a future State of Exiſtence 
and Account, as an Object of divine Favour 
and Goodneſs ; and in the Character of ſin- 
ful Creatures, as Objects of divine Pardon 
and Acceptance, Now the Terms of Salva- 
tion, as they ſtand in the common Senſe and 


Reaſon of Mankind, are included in the uni- 


verſal Character of a good Man, becauſe this 
Character begins with a Faith in God, and 


his Providence, or in an abſolute Diſpoſal of 


all Events relative to human Happineſs or 
Miſery : It is carried on by a true Senſe of 
Piety, in occaſional Acts of private Devotion 
and public Worſhip, and is compleated in a 
regular practical Life of univerſal Righteouſ- 
neſs and Charity ; ſo that the whole Nature 
and Buſineſs of Salvation is commonly thrown 
into this plain and eaſy Propoſition, that all 
good Men will be happy in a future State, or 
in the Language of Scripture, will be ſaved. 
In this common and handſome Dreſs of com- 
mon Senſe, it is to be ſeen in the Writings 
of TuLLY, SENECA, and all other good 
Men,_in all Ages and Countries, in a 
the Being of a God, and the Belief of a fu- 
ture State, have been profeſſed. This is 


vation, 
3 


agreeable alſo to Scripture Accounts of Sal- 


3 
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vation, both in the Old and New Teſtament. 
Thus the holy Prophet expreſſeth himſelf; 
what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to do Juſtice, to love Mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God: And thus St. 
Paul exprefſeth himſelf, the Grace of God, 
7. e. the Religion of Chriſt, or of the Golpel 
hath appeared, or hath been made known 
unto all Men, teaching us that by denying 
all ungodly and worldly Luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this 
preſent World ; and beſides it is inconſiſtent 
with any Notion of Goodneſs, to ſuppole 
that any Terms of Salvation ſhould be re- 
quired, but ſuch as are intelligible in them- 
ſelves, by the common Senſe and Reaſon of 
. Mankind, and to carry with them allo a Ca- 
pability of being obſerved and practiſed. But 
if the Terms of Salvation are ſo eaſy to be 
underſtood and practiſed ; and, if in order to 
obtain it every one may, ought, and muſt do 
more for himſelf than any other Perſon hath 
promiſed, engaged, or undertaken for him; 
it may be aſſed, of what Utility to Indivi- 
duals, and of what Neceſſity are any ſuch 
Revelations of the Nature and Will of God, 
as are ſaid to be delivered in the Holy Serip- 
| tures of the Old and New Teſtament. In 
anſwer to this Queſtion it muſt here be ob- 
| ſerved; ſince the one true God, whom the 
Heaven and the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
contain, 1s a Being purely Spiritual, Immor- 
tal, and of conſequence Inviſible to any ma- 


terial 


6 

terial Eye; that the greateſt Part of Ratio- 
nals in this World, ſhould imagine that he 
exiſted in the Likeneſs of a Calf, a Dog. and 
a Monkey; or of a Bell and a Dragon; of 
the Sun, Moon, or a Star, and ſhould worſhip 
him as if he had any Similitude to ſuch ma- 
terial Parts of the Creation, is declared in 
the Holy Scriptures to be infinitely offenſive, 
or diſpleaſing; and is therefore declared alſo 
to be an Abomination unto the Lord: To 
preſerve a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works, and a right Faith, he revealed him- 
ſelf to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and at 
the Expiration of about Four Hundred and 
Fifty Years, he delivered the Ifraelites from 
a State of Egyptian Slavery, by occaſional 
Miracles which were evidently wrought by 
an Allmighty and inviſible Power, and were 
—ſufficient to habe led both the Egyptians and 
IIxaelites to a right Faith, and to a moſt ac- 
ceptable Obedience. 

Beſides all this, Allmighty God was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to give his People Iſrael Kings 
and Governors of his own immediate Ap- 
pointment, and promiſcd, if they would 
continue in an unidolatrous Faith, or in the 
Religion of the Law, to be their irreſiſtable 
Protector againſt all other neighbouring Na- 
tions, by whom they ſhould at any Time be 
hoſtile y attacked: But foreſeeing, that in the 
ordinary Courſe of human Events, the Law 
would not be ſufficient to continue a right 
Faith amongſt ſuch a conſiderable Part of 
3 | 5 Mankind, 
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Mankind, as to himſelf was agreeable; he 
was determined to make freſh Diſcoveries, or 
Revelations of his univerſal Providence, of 
the Spirituality and Immenſity of his Nature, 
in the moſt exalted Character of Jeſus, of 
Chriſt, of the Son of God, of the Son of 
Man, and of the Meſſiah : Continually and 
perpetually keeping the Perſon or human 
Body of Jeſus, who was begotten by a mira- 
culous Conception, and not made after the 
common Courſe and Order of Creation; per- 
petually keeping, I ſay, the Body of Jeſus, 
under the intire Direction and Guidance of 
his own infinite Power and Wiſdom; and 
therefore directed his holy Prophets, I/azah 
and Daniel in particular, five hundred Years 
before the Event, to Propheſy the exact Time 
of his Appearance in the World. From the 
preceding Obſervations I conclude, that the 
great End of Chriſt's coming into the World, 
of the Chriſtian Religion, or of the Goſpel 

Diſpenſation, was a - Republication of the 
Faith of the Law, which was a Faith in the 
one true, living, and ſpiritual God; in Op- 
poſition to the Gods of Idolatry, to extend 
this Faith beyond the confined Boundaries of 
Judea, by ſuch a Converſion of the Gen- 
tiles as hath been, and in all probability will 
be made in future Ages of the World, before 
the momentous Period of its final Diſſolution; 
And fince the ceremonial Part of the Law, 
which conſiſted of Sacrifices, was intirely ab- 
rogated, no particular Mode of public Wor- 


hip 
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| ſhip was preſcribed in its Room ; and fince 
the Will of God concerning an Inſtitution of 
4 the Sabbath, and a Proviſion for the Prieſts, 
1 by a Tenth of Temporalities, remain un- 
1 changed, I conclude alſo, that Chriſtian civil 
Governors or Magiſtrates, muſt be left at 
Liberty, and ought to erect ſuch a Super- 
ſtructure or Mode of public Worſhip upon 
the Foundation of a right Faith, as in their 
ſuperior Wiſdom and Judgment they ſhall at 
any Time reſolve to eſtabliſh; and no good 
Objection can lay againſt the improved Senſe 
and Reaſon of Mankind's being ſufficient to 
all the neceſſary Duties of a Divine, as well 
as to thoſe of the Lawyer or the Phyſician. 
And from hence we ſhall regularly proceed 
in the next Section, to obſerve, that Moſes 
was inveſted with the Powers of civil and 
eceleſiaſtical Polity, by a divine Deſignation. 
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On Mosts's being inveſted with the Powers of 
 ecclefiaſtical and civil Polity, by a divine De- 
' fignation. On the Conſiſtency of every Chri- 
\ ftian Plan of Civil Government, with that 
_ of the Moſaic. 


T is an indiſputable Matter of Fact, that 
not only Legiſlators themſelves, but even 
much the greateſt Part of every independent 
| Community, 


* 
Community, in every civilized Country or 
Age of the World, have privately believed, 
and publicly acknowledged, that not only 


the neceflary Supplies for the Preſervation of 
_ every State, are at the abſolute Diſpoſal of a 


divine Providence, but that all the Cauſes of 


human Happineſs, whether we refer them to 
Individuals or to the Public, are declared to 
depend upon a Theiſtical Faith, on regular 
Acts of public Worſhip and private Devotion, 
and on a ſtrict adherence to the plain Rules 

of univerſal Righteouſneſs and Equity. 
This Matter of Fact is coufirmed by what 
is frequently and peremptorily revealed in 
the Holy Scriptures of the Old Teſta» 
ment, and eſpecially in that Part of them 
which is commonly called the Pentateach, 
or the five Books of the holy Prophet, Moſes. 
In theſe Allmighty God hath clearly ſigniſied, 
that all human Bleflings ſhall begin and end 
with a right Faith in himſelf, a due Obſer- 
vance of his Sabbath, and with an univerſal 
righteous Conduct. Here indeed we may 
ſee the Boundaries of civil and religious Go- 
vernment drawn very diſtinct; but are ſo 
cloſely united, that when a true Theiſtical or 
unidolatrous Faith in God ſhall be deſerted; 
when the Duties oſ public Worſhip, and a 
virtuous Life ſhall be neglected, then in na- 
tural Conſequence, Succeſs is abſolutely de- 
nied in any warlike Engagement or Invaſion, 
Plagues, Famines, Peſtilences, and Earth- 
quakes, and every Kind of Miſery incident 
185 | to 
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to Individuals, and to a whole Community, 
are threatened to enſue; ſo that true Reli- 
gion, and ſome regular Practice of it, ac- 
cording to a ſcriptural Account of Things, is 
neceſſary to the well-being and Continuance 
of any civil Society or Government whatſo- 
ever. I hall therefore proceed to conſider 
the Nature and Buſineſs of Civil Govern- 
ment, as it is deſcribed and was conducted 
by the holy Phophet Mz/es, under the In- 
ſtructions of a Divine or Theocratical Polity. 
It is to be preſumed, that our Chriſtian 
Legiſlators are not intirely unconverſant in 
the hiſtorical Parts of the Holy Scripture, as 
relative to a religious and civil Gevernment ; 
and ſurely the moſt common Apprehenſions 
of infinite Wiſdom, muſt naturally incline . 
the moſt ſenſible and pious Part of Mankind, 
in the Capacity of Legiſlators, to beſtow a 
particular Attention on ſuch eſſential Branch- 
es of civil Gevernment, as are ſuppoſed to 
ſtand upon the Records, and to be confirmed 
by the Authority of Revelation. And here I 
ſhall proceed to mention two or three Points 
in Matters of civil Polity; obſerving how 
conſiſtent they are with the ſeveral political 
Conſtitutions, which have been eſtabliſhed 
in different civilized and Chriſtian Countries. 
It makes no difference whether Jethro, 
the Father-in-Law of Moſes, was directed 
by ſome inſpiring Influences of the holy Spi- 
rit of God, to communicate the moſt neceſ- 
ſary and eſſential Parts of civil Government, 
. 


* 
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to his Son-in-Law Moſes; or whether the 
holy Prophet himſelf had received them im- 
mediately from the ſame divine Fountain of 
Truth and Knowledge. We have here de- 
ſcribed alſo a pathetic Scene of filial Duty, 
parental Obedience, of Love and Affection 
between theſe two moſt pious and worthy - 
of our jewiſh Anceſtors; and becauſe, if ſe- 
riouſly conſidered, it may be of great Service 
both in the moral and religious World, I ſhall 
give it at large as it is to be read in the 18th 
Chapter of the Book of Exodus. And ſeth- 
ro, Moſes's Father-in-Law, came with his 
Son and his Wife unto Moſes into the Wild- 
erneſs, where he encamped at the Mount of 
God, and he ſaid unto Moſes, I thy Father- 
in-Law Jethro, am come unto thee, and thy 
Wife and her two Sons with thee; and 
Moſes went out to meet his Father-in-Law, 
and did obeiſance and kiſſed him, and they 
aſked each other of their Welfare, and they 
came into the Tent ; and Moſes told his Fa- 
ther-in-Law all that the Lord had done to 
Pharaoh, and to the Egyptians, for Iſrael's - 
Sake, and all the Travel that had come upon 
them by the Way, and how the Lord deli- 
vered them; and Jethro rejoiced for all the 
goodneſs which the Lord had done to Ifrael, 
whom he had delivered out of the Hand of 
the Egyptians. And Jethro ſaid, bleſſed be 
the God who hath delivered you out of the 
Hand of the Egyptians, and out of the Hand 
of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the People 


from 
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from under the Hand of the Egyptians : Now 
I know that the Lord is greater than all Gods, 
for in the Thing wherein they dealt proudly, 
he was above them: And Jethro, Moſes's 
| Father-in-Law, took a burnt Offering and 
Sacrifices for God; and Aaron came and all 
the Elders of Iſrael, to eat Bread with Moſes's 
Father-in-Law, before God. And it came 
to paſs on the Morrow, that Moſes fat to 
judge the People, and the People ſtood by 
Moſes from the Morning untill the Evening ; 
and when Moſes's Father-in-Law faw all 
that he did to the People,he faid, what is this 
Thing that thou doeſt unto the People; why 
fitteſt thou thy ſelf alone, and all the People 
ſtand by them from Morning unto Evening? 
And Moſes ſaid unto his Father-ic-Law, be- 
cauſe the People come unto me to inquire of 
God. When they have a Matter they come 
, unto me, and I judge between one and ano- 
ther, as I do make them know the Statutes 
of God and his Laws. And Moſes's Father- 

in-Law faid unto him, the Thing that thou 
doeſt is not good, thou wilt ſurely wear away 
both thou and this People that is with thee ; 
for this Thing is too heavy for thee, thou 
art not able to perform it thyſelf alone; 
hearken now unto my Voice, I will give thee. 
Counſel, and God ſhall be with thee; be 
thou for the People, to God ward that thou 
mayeſt bring the Cauſes unto God; and thou 
ſhalt teach them Ordinances and Laws, and 
ſhall ſhew them the Way wherein thou muſt 
| walk, 
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walk, and the Work that thou muſt do: 
Moreover, thou ſhalt provide out” of all he 
People, able Men, ſuch as fear God, Men 
of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs, and place 
ſuch to be Rulers of Thouſands, and Rulers 

of Hundreds, and Rulers of Fifties, and 
Rulers of Tens; and let them judge the Peo- 
ple at all Seaſons; and it ſhall be that every 
great Matter they ſhalf bring unto thee,” but, 
every ſmall Matter they ſhalt judge; fo thall 

it be eaſier for thyſelf, and they ſhall bear 


Thing, and the Lord command thee' fo, then 


the Burdens with thee. If thou thalt'do this 


thou ſhalt be able to endure, and all this Peo=" © 


ple thalt alſo go to their Place in Peace. 8 
Moſes hearkened unto the Voice of his Fä- 


ther-in-Law, and did all that he had ſaid.” 


And Moſes choſe able Men out of all Hrael,. | 
and made them Heads over the People, Ru- 
lers of Thouſands, Rulers of Hundreds, Ru- 
lers of Fifties, and Rulers of Tens; and they 
judged the People at all Seaſons; the hard 
Cauſes they brought unto Moſes, but every 
ſmall Matter they judged themſelves; and 
Moſes let his F AAS Al depart, and he 
went his Way into his own Land. 2 
In this Chapter, whatever Opinion ſome 
People may entertain of a ruſtic Simplicity, 
in a very diſtant, and what they may be diſ- 
poſed to call a very uncivilized Age of the 
World, we are preſented with an Interview: 
which is conducted under certain Modes ot 
Form, Ceremony, and affectionate Tender- 
, 83 neſs, 
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_ neſs, which would not diſcredit the Court of 
St. James s, or Verſailles, From hence we 
fall into a View of one continued Thread, 
or Plan of Civil Government, by obſerving 
how Moſes proceeded to give Judgment in 
all Matters of Complaint and Diſpute, which 
did then ariſe between his Fellow Creatuers 
and Subjects: And then follows an Altera- 
tion made by his Father-in-Law, Jethro, in 
his political Proceedings and Determinations 
of impartial Equity; by dividing his Subjects 
into Thouſands, Hundreds, Fifties, and 
Tens, and by placing Governors over each 
of theſe reſpective Diviſions, who were an- 
ſwerable for their Conduct to the ſupreme - 
Authority of Moſes, in a certain theocrati- 
cal Province of univerſal Juriſdiction. | 
But amongſt the ſeveral Parts of the Moſaic 
Plan of Government, it is worth while to 
obſerve, that, -previous to the civil Magi- 
ſtrate's C4642) ah his Authority for the im- 
portant Buſineſs of Judgment, an Oath is di- 
vinely required to be taken of every Com- 
plainant of Violence, Injury, or Injuſtice, 
For though it may be allowed that the im- 
proved Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind might 
dictate the Reaſonableneſs of placing Men of 


Piety, Virtue, and Abilities, in the ſeveral 


Courts or Departments of Judicature ; tho 
the ſame improved Senſe and Reaſon of 
Mankind might diate the Reaſonableneſs of 
receiving upon Oath, all judicatorial Com- 
plaints of Injury, and all Evidences to be 

5 | given 
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given between contending Parties; yet it 
may be of ſignal Conſequence to remember, 
that ſuch Forms or Proceedings of civil Go- 
vernment, have an immutable and divine 
Approbation. yi. rf} 


From hence I ſhall proceed to mention the 
particular Places of holy Scripture, on Whien 
- Moſes's divine Vicegerency is founded ; and 
to point out a practiced Analogy between the 
Moſaic Plan of Government, and that which 
is eſtabliſhed in other civilized Countries, 
Mow the holy Prophet's divine Repreſentality 


may be read in the 4th Chapter ef Exodus, - 


where, upon his complaining of an Inability - 

to take upon him ſo great a Care, Charge, 
or Authority, as had been expreſſed in a di- 

vine Commiſſion, it is particularly ſaid in 

the 16th Verſe of this Chapter, that Aaron 
ſhould be to him inſtead of a Mouth, and he 
ſhould be to him inſtead of God. This di- 
vine Vicegerency is again confirmed in the 

19th Verſe of the 18th Chapter, after that 
by occaſional and miraculous Interpoſitions 
of Allmighty Power, the Children of Iſrael 
had been ſettled in the Wilderneſs, and 
Moſes alſo had been ſettled in his Govern- 
ment. And the holy Prophet's divine Inveſ- 
titure with the full Powers of eceleſiaſtical 
Supremacy, is clearly proved in the 28th and 
29th Chapters of Exodus; in which we are 


informed that Aaron had no Power to Exerciſe UB 


any eccleſiaſtical Authority, - till it bad been 
: ERR. _ 
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delegated to him by Moſes, the Civil Magi- 
Om oo ee og Yo en 
I would here obſerve, that during the 
whole Chriſtian State of Perſecution, from 
the Time of Chriſt's entering upon his Mi- 
niſtry, to that of Conſtantine, Chriſtians 
could not proceed to a legal Inſtitution of a 
Sabbath, and to provide for her Miniſters by 
the Tenth of Temporalities ; but when civil 
Magiſtrates ſhould be converted to Chriſtia- 
nity, the whole Power of eccleſiaſtical Su- 
premacy would naturally deſcend, and they + 
would exerciſe the ſame eccleſiaſtical Supre- 
macy, which under the Law had been par- 
ticularly and divinely preſcribed. This is the 
Caſe now in England, nor have the Clergy 
dared to ſay that it ought not to be ſo. 
In the laſt Place, to prove the practiſed 
Analogy of - our Chriſtian Plan of Govern- 
ment, to that of the moſt antient Divine and 
Moſaic one, I ſhall draw the following Co- 
rollary from this expreſs and divine Com- 
mand to Moſes, which we read in the 18th 
Chapter of Exodus: Moreover thou ſhalt 
provide out of all the People, able Men, 
ſuch as fear God, Men of Truth, hating Co- 
vetouſneſs. From hence I think it is fairly 
deducible, that, in Obedience to the divine 
Will of God, it is both the Duty and Inte- 


reſt of all Civil Governors 6r Magiſtrates, to 
provide certain Places, Schools, or public 
veminaries, of an ingenicus Education, from 

whence may be ſent forth into the World, 
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the moſt able Divines, Lawyers, and Phy- 
cians; unleſs it ſhall be affirmed and con- 

_ tended, that an uninquiring and uncontem- 
plative State of Mind, is the moſt direct Me- 
thod of bringing the natural and intellectual 
Powers of Humanity to the greateſt Happi- 
neſs and Perfection, which they are capable 
of in the future Regions of Eternity.—In 
England, indeed, we have our London Inns 

of Court, our Cambridge and Oxford Semi- 
naries of public Education, and ſimilar Foun- 
dations of public Diſcipline and Literature 
were eſtabliſhed in the antient civilized States 
of Greece and Rome; whoſe Learning, by 
all Men of Taſte, is, and has been ſo hi uy 5 
admired, and in the two great Points of 4 
rals and Philoſophy, has proved greatly. bas 
neficial to (Fury luce sein Poſterity. s 
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On the Charge of Infidelity a gain Moſes, and © 
the antient Greek Theiſtical 7 Philoſophers, for 
' rejefting the Beligf of a future State of © 
_ Reward ana ' Puniſhment ; the latter are * 
» #icularly vindicated from the Writin 
Plato and Tully. —The State of public ag iſct- 
pline and Literature in the Niven of 
0 ambriage, as analogous to that of the 
_ antient Greek Schools of Philaſo 9. 
"ATISFACTORILY to remove the 
Charge of Infidelity againſt the antient 
QA Greck 
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Greek Theiſtical Philoſophers, it will be ne- 
 ceflary to conſider the Nature and Buſineſs 

of Philoſophy, in the Athenian State of 
Greece, in the Time of Socrates. From the 
high Eſteem and Reverence in which the 
Name of Socrates has been mentioned by 
Zenophon, Plato, Tully, and many Others 
in the philoſophical and literary World, it is 
highly probable, that this great Man had 
written many excellent Things in the ſeveral 
Branches of Philoſophy, on which he was 
ſuppoſed to have enlarged with the greateſt 


Strength of Argument and Eloquence : Nor 


is it improbable but that the ſame ariſtocratical. 
Republican, and over-bearing Gentry, who 
made themſclves Inſtruments. of deſtroying 
the Author, would make ir their Bu 44 
alſo to deſtroy his Compoſitions; no Book or 
Writing of any Kind, from ſo eminent and 
divine a Genius, being preſerved for the Uſe 
and Entertainment of Poſterity. _ 
| At this Time the Experimental, Geome- 
trical, and Aſtronomical Parts of Philoſophy 
were in an infant State; ſo that the Nature, 
Buſineſs, and Duties of civil Government, 
_ Morality, a mixed and pure Theiſm, were 
the grand Topics of Inquiry and Diſpute 
amongſt Men of Leiſure and Abilities. 
The Subjects of Morality and Theiſm led 
them to treat of a Right and a Wrong, Vir- 
tue and Vice, Good and Evil, as Objects of 
a divine Approbation and Abhorrence ; the 
Immortality of the Soul, and in natural Con- 
1 SR RS. ſequence, 
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ſequence, a Futurity of Reward or Puniſn- 

ment in Proportion to the reſpectively y good 
or bad Characters which they ſhould be 

to deſerve. 'Theſe were has common popular 

Doctrines which the Philoſophers at this 
Time diſcuſſed and diſputed in ſome public 
Schools, or private Apartments of Lecture, 
to People of every Denomination, as funda- 
mental Neceſſaries of a mental or ſpiritual 
Subſiſtence. 

Pure Theiſm was undone the Religi- 
on and Belief of Philoſophers, fo it had not - 
ſufficient Authority for being forced into the 
Mind of the Vulgar; and perhaps the oracu- 
lar Prieſts and civil Governors, had a joint 
Intereſt in the popular Notions and e 
tions of poly Theilm | 


From "this — and open Manner of 
| communicating Knowledge to all Ranks or 

Denominations of Men, we may eaſily ac- 
count for this general Character of the Greeks, 
that they were not only a Diſputatious, but 
a loquacious People. And yet by Way of 
Anecdote, they could occaſionally fit down 
to ſtudy the moſt abſtruſe and difficult Prin- 
ciples of human Science, as is evident from 

the well-known Book of Euclid's Elements 
of Geometry, which is the Foundation not 
only of Architecture, but every Branch of 9 
tural Philoſophy. 


Tho' perhaps it may not be deemed i im- 
pertinent to obſerve here, that the Jews, un- 
der the Inſtructions of a divine Teabcer, had 
1 1 | 1 
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a much eaſier Method of progreding and im- 
proving in the abſtruſe Arts of Muſic, Paint- 
ing, and Architecture, as is notoriouſly ma- 
niſeſt from our ſcriptural Account of the Ta- 
bernacle, and Solomon's Temple, which are 
vaſtly antecedent to any Diſcoveries of this 
Kind in Greece, or in any civilized human 


But beſides the popular Doctrines of Mo- 
rality and Divinity above-mentioned, which 
the Philoſophers harangued and communi- 
cated to the Vulgar ; they had a Variety of 
1 Points on which they diſputed 
freely amongſt themſelves and other Diſciples, 
confidered as Gentlemen of Fortune, who 
applicd to them for Converſation and Inſtruc- 
tion, in the Way of private Opinion and Sen- 
timent; which conſiſtently with the Preſer- 
vation of Morality, and Support of civil Go- 
vernment, they could not communicate to 
People of groſs and poly Theiſtical Underſtand- 
ings. „ 45:59 6 . 

In the hidden Treaſures of Philoſophy, I 
include a pythagoræan, præiſtant State, cer- 
tain Forms and Modifications of being rela- 
tive to the Nature and Qualities of the Soul, 
the Certainty of a material and eternal Uni- 
verſe, the Impoſſibility of Creation, (to 


cCereate ſomething aut of nothing is an abſur- 


- dity in Terms, but to give a Being to ſome- 
thing which had no Being before, muſt ap- 


pear 
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1 and of 
. 
many Emanations, or detached Parts from 

fore univerſal, infinite, and ſpirivual | Sub 8 
ſtance. — 
Now I look upon ſuch Things! cape. | 
veries, Quibbles, or Subtelties of Argument, 
which were thrown out by Philoſophers them 
ſelves, for the ſake of ſupporting their School 
Diſputes, and ſometimes for the fake of en- 
livening the Amuſements of private Cenver- 
fation : But that the Philoſophers, notwith= 
ſtanding, in common with the univerſality of 
Mankind, did believe the Neceſſity and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of a future State, upon the e- 
count of an unequal Diſtribution of temporal 
Blefings, and that the Deity or Gods would 
diſpence their Rewards and Puniſnments in 
this future State of immortal Exiſtence; in 
Proportion as Men ſhould be found to have 
wilfully deviated from, or to have acted p 
to ſome fixed divine Rectitude of Truth and 
univerſal Righteouſneſs, Not to ſuppoſe this 
is making Philoſophy a neceſſary Inſtrument 
of deſtroying that common Senſe and Reaſon 
of Mankind, which in a right Conſideration 
of the Nature and Conſequence of Things, 
muſt rather be diſpoſed to ſtrengthen” her 

Dictates and confirm her Judgment. 
Now it has been aſſerted by an eminent 
Divine, as eminent a Scholar, and às re» 
markably keen Satyriſt, that the antient 


8 Philoſophers had their eſoteric and 


exoteric 
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2 muchicafict Method of prog ing and im- 
proving in the abſtruſe Arts of Muſic, Paint- 
ing, and Architecture, as is notoriouſly ma- 
_ nifeſt from our ſcriptural Account of the Ta- 
bernacle, and Solomon's Temple, which are 
vaſtly antecedent to any Diſcoveries of this 
1 or in any e e e 
* 
1 | 
| But beſides the popular Dodrines of Mo- 
rality and Divinity above-mentioned, which 
the Philoſophers harangued and communi- 
_ to the Vulgar ; they had a Variety of 
1 Points on which they diſputed 
ly amongſt themſelves and — Diſciples, 
conſidered as Gentlemen of Fortune, who 
applied to them for Converſation and Inſtruc- 
tion, in the Way of private Opinion and Sen- 
timent; which ntly with the Preſer- 
vation of Morality, and — of civil Go- 
vernment, they could not communicate to 


Anode of groks and polyTheiſticalUnderſtand- 


mr 


Io the hidden ating of Philoſophy, I 


Sandals a pythagorzan, præiſtant State, cer- 
tain Forms and Modifications of being rela- 
tive to the Nature and Qualities of the Soul, 
the Certainty of a material and eternal Uni- 
verſe, the Impoſſibility of Creation, (to 
ereate ſomething aut of nothing is an abſur- 
- ity in Terms, but to give a Being to ſome- 
E's which had no Being before, muſt ap- 


pear 


[T7 
a and of 'Confei e, 
e ge ele Ning ad of rz 
many Emanations, or detached Parts from 


foe univerſal, infinite, and ſpiekeus Subs "* 


Now, L look upon! ſuch Things! FOI... b 
veries, Quibbles, or Subtelties of Argument, 
which were thrown out by Philoſophers them 
ſelves, for the ſake of ſupporting their School 
Diſputes, and ſometimes for the fake of en- 
livening the Amuſements of private Cenver- 

ſation: But that the Philoſophers, notwimm— 
ſtanding, in common with the unixerſality of 
Mankind, did believe the Neceſſity and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of a future State, u upon the Re- 
count of an unequal Diſtribution of t 
Bleſſings, and that the Deity or Gods would 
diſpence their Rewards and Puniſnments in 
this future State of immortal Exiſtence; in 
Proportion as Men ſhould be found to have 
wilfully deviated from, or to have acted up 
to ſome fixed divine Rectitude of Truth and 
univerſal Righteouſneſs, Not to ſuppoſe this 
is making Phileſophy a neeeſſary Inſtrument 
of deſtroying that common Senſe and Reaſen 
of Mankind, which in a right Conſideration 
of the Nature and Conſequence -of Things, 
muſt rather be diſpoſed to ſtrengthen” her 
Dictates and confirm her Judgment. 
Now it has been aſſerted by an eminent 
Divine, as eminent a Scholar, and-'as re» 
markably keen Satyriſt, that the antient 
en Philoſophers had their eſotetic and 


exoteric 
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exoteric Doctrines, nor in ſuch an Aſſertion 
may be faid to contradict or aberrate from 
Truth, as it ſtands upon the Records of pro- 
fane Hiſtory, It is aſſerted alſo, that the an- 


cnt Greek Philoſophers and Prieſts, in Con- 


tion with civil Governors and Magiſtrates, 
did inculcate and preach the Doctrines of 
Theiſm, the Immortality of the Soul, a fu- 
ture State of Reward and Puniſhment ; and 
that the Gods, in the Regions of Futurity, 
would reward an eaſy Subjection to public 
Laws, in common with all other moral Du- 
ties, which are enumerated in Seneca, Tully, 

and in the Greek Writings alſo of Zeno- 
phon, Plato, and Ariſtotle.— And ſo far all 


is well. | 


But fince two Poſitions are laid down, 
which have given Occaſion to Infidelity, to 
make abundantly larger Breaches in the For- 

tificatiens of true Religion, than if he ſhould 
ie to the Age of Methuſalem, he will ever 
be able to repair (tho I am perſuaded that 
he is too fincere'a Friend to true Religion, 
to have done her any intended Injury,) I ſhall 
, therefore, without entering with any one into 
any perſonal Altercation, undertake to exa- 
mine and refute ſuch poſitions, which, in my 


Opnion, are erroneous in themſelves, un- 


- warrantable by Hiſtory, and unfavourable to 
the popular and orthodox Doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity. | Im IANS wa 
- Theſe two Poſitions are, that Moſes, nor 
any of the Jews under his Government, taught 


Or 


WE 


or believed a future State, that is, a future 


State of Reward and puniſhment. For with 


regard to any rational Creature, they muſt be 
one and the ſame Thing; tho' a Diſtinction 


has been idly made as if there might or might® 


not be an accountable Futurity.—Secondly, 
That the antient Greek Philoſophers, in every 


independent State of civil Polity, taught in- 


deed the Doctrines of Theiſm, the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, and a future State of Reward 
and Puniſhment. But ſo great Hypocrites 
were ſuch great Men, (and by Hypocriſy, ac- 
cording to my Definition of it, 1s to ſay one 
thing and believe the contrary) that the aboye * 
Doctrines were not, and could not be any 
certain Points of their priloſophical Creed. 
This is an odd and ftrange Aſſertion indeed; 

and becauſe it has no Being in Matter of Fact, 


in the Truth of prophate Hiſtory, and is ſo - Þ 
' repugnant to the fundamental Truths of the 


Goſpel, and with the Profeſſion in any Age 
of the World, of true Religion, it deſerves to 
be philoſophically examined and refuted. 
This abſurd Doctrine that Moſes, nor any 
of his moſt contemplating Brethren believed, 2 
and expected a future State of Reward and 
Puniſhment, is evidently founded on the No- 
tian of an equal Providence, on a partial Con- 
ſideration of a Theocracy, or a theocratical - - 
Government, and an entire Silence of Futu- 
rity. | „ fm 
If in the firſt Place it ſhall be found upon 
Inquiry, that an equal Providence in our 1 
| ,1ent - 
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tt State of Humanity, is an impoſſible 
hing, chen of Conſequence the Adminiſtra- 
don ot ſuch a Providence muſt be thrown in- 
o the Number of Impoſſibilities. Now, if 
dan equal Providence, in our preſent State of 
Humanity is poſſible, then all Puniſhments 
preicribed by any penal Statutes and Ordi- 
nances of civil Government muſt be fully an- 
 fwerable, equal, or adequate to all Manner 
ef Crimes, Offences, or Tranſgreſſions, which 
wicked Men, in any independent State of ci- 
vil Society, can poſſibly commit. For In- 
Rance, and I ſhall here confine myſelf to one, 
becauſe a Multiplication of Inſtances, inſtead 
of aflifting Perſpicuity, naturally tends to 
introduce Confuſion. 

In the Time of Moſes then a Privation of 
Life muſt have been allowed in the common 
Senſe'and Reaſon of Mankind, a Puniſhment 
equal to the moſt atrocious Crime of Murder. 
But the fame infinite and ſupreme Legiſlator, 
under the Law and the Goſpel, has declared, 


oh that the Crime of Murder deſerves Puniſh- 


ment alſo in a future State of Exiſtence and 
Account. The fame divine Legiſlator alſo 


bas Clearly revealed, that all the Sons of Men, 


_ from the Beginning to the End of the World, 
all have a future Being: And that another 
State {hall be attended withza more equitable 
Diſtribution of Things than the preſent one, 
under the Influence F univerſal and general 
Laus of Action, could poſfibly receive. So 

that if an Engliſh Morgan ſhould be puniſhed 


in 


titude of Veracity, 


. 
in a future State for his Crime of Rebellion; 
and if a jewiſnh Corah ſhould be difeniffed 
With an Annihilation, 1 cannot be com- 
patible with any Rule of impartial E 2 
—_ in all Caſes, if leſs 2 25 
inflicted than is partieularly expreſſed in a] 
penal Statute, or Deelaration, tho” we may 
talk of it as a Deviation from the moral Re. 
yet there would not be 
the leaſt Room for Com t: But if more, 


it muſt be pronounced tt wan 7 | 
and Injuſtice. 


Another Reaſon which led loathe POS: 
ment of this abſurd Doctrine, that Moſes, 
nor any of his conte g Brethren, did 
believe a future State of Reward and Puniſh- 
ment, proceeded from a Notion, a 
13 Uſe and Application of the Word 

heocracy. For as a g Word, com- 
pounded of e and xg, it implieth no- 
thing more than a civil Society of Mankind, 
which is perpetually ſubje& to ſome univer- 
ſal, general, and particular Influences of all- 
mighty Power; and therefore every civitGa-- 
vernwent, in any Age or Part of the World, 
with the greateſt Propriety of Language _ 
Sentiment, may be declared Theocratieal. 


It is a well-known Matter of Fact, os 


Moſes, a Man created in the common courſe 
of human Generation, by ſome particular In- 
by ſpiration, Influences, Directions, and Gui- 
dances 


puniſhment ſhall Re 
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dances of the univerſal and holy Spirit of God, 
” was ſelected to conduct, by a Series of Mira- 
_ cles, a very conſiderable Part of the Subjects 
ef an Egyptian King, from their preſent 
Country into another of God's own imme 
diate Appointment : That this was done with 
a Deſign to preſerve amongſt this People, a 
right, pure, ſpiritual, and unidolatrous Faith, 
in Oppoſition to what was then profeſſed in 
All — human Societies. The Allmighty 
likewiſe engaged under the Obligations of a 
| Promiſe, Gath, or Covenant, which had - 
deen given to their Forefathers Abraham, 


- | Ifaac, and Jacob, to be a perpetual and irre- 


liſftible Protector againſt all their Adverſaries, 

ſo long as their Fidelity or Allegiance ſhould 
be demonſtrated, by a Preſervation of this 
right and unidolatrous Faith in him, who 
had called himſelf, and whom they had been 


taught to diſtinguiſh by the God of Iſrael. 


And the ſame Allmighty likewiſe engaged, 
in all Circumſtances of Difficulty or Oppoſi- 
tion, to give Moſes particular Inſtructions 
how to behave in the Exerciſe of his civil or 
S 
But notwithſtanding theſe Peculiarities of 

what is arbitrarily called a Theocratical Go- 
verument, yet in the common Courſe of hu- 
man Affairs, or of civil Government, in which, 
according to the well-known Truth of Hiſ- 
_ tory, the People were divided into Thou- 
ſands, Hundreds, Fifties, and Tens; and 
Equity was to be determined by the fallible, 

* ©: En. Judgment 
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Judgment of inferior Officers; in daily and 
innumerable Inſtances alſo of Misfortune, 
Caſualty, or Accident, with Regard to Pain, 
Sickneſs, or Death, an unequal Diſtribu- 
tion of Things, ſimilar to what is now ob- 
ſerved in all independent States or Commu- 
nities of Mankind, was permitted to happen. 
And I ſhall conclude this Point with the fol- 
lowing Obſervation : That the holy -Prophet , 
Moſes, in his Compilement of the ſeveral /\ 
penal Statutes of civil and eccleſiaſtical Go-; 
vernment, as they relate to the viſible _ h 
and Church of God, had no immediate Con- 
cerns with a Conſideration of Futurity. And 
it would be no leſs abſurd to conclude, that | 
Moſes did not believe a future State of Re- 
ward and Puniſhment from his total Silence 
of Futurity, than it would be to conelude, 
that our Chriſtian Lawyers who ſay nothing 
about it in their Collection of penal Laws, 
did not believe a Doctrine ſo important nd 
eſſential to Religion. - 
”} | | 
Having examined one Gena Propofidien, 
to ſay no worſe of it at preſent, that Moles _ 
nor any of his moſt contemplating Brethren 
taught, or believed a future State; Let us 
now take another to doing which is equally, 
if not abundantly more ſtrange than the for- 
mer. The Propoſition is this, that none of 
the antient Greek Philoſophers believed the _ 
Doctrine of a future State of Reward and. 
Punithment, tho on account of its confeſſed 
Neceſſity 


( 92 } 

Noceftity to the Support of Reli gia 
conſequently of civil — they he 
dolouſly taught it to the People. 
Soon after this Propoſition was ſtates, the 
Author of it makes tne following Declara- 
tion, that he s he ſhalt be able to prove 
it in the and moſt unexceptionable 
Manner: And 1 to be able to prove 
om the meſt authentic Records of Anti- 

ty, that the fame Theiſtical Philoſophers 
believe this fundamental Doctrine of Re- 


| ng, which they are ſo peremiptorily afſert- 


arg any Chriſtian ſhould make it a With 
to Himſelf, and almoſt Part of a divine Peti- 
tion, to be able to prove the Truth of ſo 
ange a Propofition is ſomewhat more un- 


ſtr 
accountable than the Proj 
Whatever his private Opinion or Conjecture 
— might have been upon this Point, yet com- 
men Decency, due to the common Senſe and 

' Reaſon of Mankind, one would imagine 
ſhould have inclined to lyppreſs its Publica- 
tion, Becauſe it frightfully looks as if the 
fundamental Doctrines of Religion can be 
found only in low, vulgar, and unedueated 


Minds, whilſt the refined Genius of modern 


and antient Times conſidered them as Ob- 
- Jes of Falſcheod or Superſtition. And if 
the open Defender of this Doctrine, as a 


Matter of Fact, intended by the Introduction 
of it into the Chriſtian World, to make it 
the ſtrument- of any collateral Confirma- 

tion 


on itſelf, And 


— 0 


tion of the great Truths of Chriſtianity; v 
are obliged upon this Occafion to break out. 
into the following Exclamation ; oh! the mile: 

guided Underſtanding, and deluded. Judg- 


ment of the wiſeſt and beſt of Men. 


5 


But before I proceed formally and directiy 

to prove, from the undeniable Authority of, 

antient Records, that the antient Philoſo- 

phers who paſſed through the World in the 

popular Reputation of Men. of Learning, 

Picty, and good Morals, did believe the 

Doctrine of a future State of Reward and 

Puniſhment, I cannot avoid taking ſome 

Notice of what is ſaid ſoon after the Date of. 

the above ſtrange Propoſition, + N 

Julius Cæſar, and the great Lord Shaftels. - 
bury, as it falls within the Theiſtical and 

Deiſtical Provinces of Religion. It is id. 

that Julius Cæſar declared in full Senate 

with a Degree of Licence unparalleled te 

: Antiquity, that the Doctrine of à future 
State of Reward and Puniſhment. was all a 
groundleſs Notion; no Authority is pro- 
duced to juſtify the Charge againſt this Ro- 

man General and Senator, nor can any be 

produced exactly anſwerable to the Terms 

in which the Propoſition or Charge is e. 

preſſed. 3460 e 
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We may perhaps have Engliſh Slices of 
Infidelity no leſs ſavory or - extenſive. than 
theſe which are ſaid to have been occaſionally 
lodged in the Brain of a Roman Orator, but 
5 . no 


e 
no one has ever had Imprudence or Impu- 
_ dence enough to produce them before the 
Houſe of Lords or Commons, nor before a 
pious Court of London Aldermen. As to 
the great Lord Shaftſbury, we readily ac- 
knowledge that he was a Deiſt, and indeed 
he exprefſed himſelf too openly to admit of 
any Pallistion. Vet ſtill, on the Side of 
Theiſm, Virtue, and good Morals, he had a 
Taſte for Things of this Nature, not inferior 
to any which is to be found in the moſt per- 
fect Believer. This not only moſt elegant 
Writer, but honeſt Man, who, upon the 
Whole was a Credit to Nobility, and we have 
very few of the ſame Rank who ſpend fo 
much of their Time as he did, in the lauda- 
ble Entertainment and Buſineſs of Philoſo- 
phical Inquiry, was animated by a kind of 
- inſtinctive Taſte for all good Deſigns and Ac- 
tions; and therefore from his natural Turn 
- of Mind, he obſerved that ſome innate Taſte 
For the good and laudable, but Abhorrence 
of the baſe and unworthy, was a better Pre- 


ſiervative of Innocence and Virtue, than the 


* with that Virulence and Aſperity of Repre- 


bare Hopes of Heaven, the dread of a Gal- 
lows, or a Hell, without ſuch a Taſte for 
Things morally good and evil, can be: Nor 
did ſuch an Obſervation deſerve, to be treated 


henſion as if there had been any Atheiſtical 
Deſign of lapping the Foundations of true 
Religion; or as if a temporal Lord, in com- 


mon with eccleſiaſtical Ones, might not think 
3 | - himſelf 


- 


Repugnancy to the plaineſt 
tiquity, when I have conſidered in What 
| Senſe the Words Philoſophy or Philoſophers 


bridge Univerſities, with that Which was | 
eſtabliſhed in the antient Greek Schools of % 


SY 


condinge of = Th 7 


* * 


loſophic Signpoſt, ſignifying to all Travel 


lers into the immenſe and cultivated Coun- 


tries of Religion, no future State, the firſt 


ſettled and fundamental Article of the Philo- 
ſopher's Creed. And fince in this preſent la- 


gitious Age and Country, tho it 1s a Chriſ- 


tian one, which abounds with Deiſm, ande! 
am afraid with Atheiſm itſelf, one of the 2 | 


greateſt irreligious Calamities which can be- 


fall any Society of Rationals; and becauſe 
ſuch a Propoſition muſt have a natural Ten- 
dency rather to increaſe than to abate the 


Evil, I ſhall formally Se eto prove its 


himſelſ equally intereſted 1 in "IG Judicial 2 — 


That Plato — Tally, or 1 of ths an- 
tient Philoſopfers, did not believe a future 
State of Reward and Puniſhment, appears to 
me to be a Puzzle- cap of Truth, or Labyrinth 


of Eiror, on which is erected a kind of Phi- 


_ 


ecords of An- 


are to be underſtood, and have ſhewn how _. 


| analogous is the preſent public State of Diſci- 


pline and Literature in our Oxford and Cam- 


Oy 


- In the firſt Place, the Words Philoſophy c or 
RIOT, as 3 derived from the 
| D 2 __ ; 


1 . 
Greek, and ſignifying a Love of Wiſdom, or 
to be a Lover of Wiſdom, are common to 
People of every Age and Country; and there- 
fore every individual Man may he ſaid to have 
Philoſophy, and to be a Philoſopher. But 
ſince to be à Philoſopher implieth a principal 
Devotion of Time to philoſophical Inquiries 
after Truth, with a certain Degree of Know- 
ledge, and ſome peculiar Rate of Ability, 
which are not common to every Member of 
— every one therefore is not a Philo- 
. | 


Thus we ſee that by the well known uſe 
of a logical Sword, we are immediately driven 
off this deſirable Spot of philoſophic Ground, 
of which we imagined to have ſome durable 
Pofſeſhon. 
Whoever then devoting himſelf to the 
common Studies of Philoſophy, was initiated 
into the public Schools, or Seminaries of 
Learning in antient Greece, was a Greek 
* Philoſopher; and whoever, with the ſame 
Principal View or Defign, ſhall be initiated 
into any particular College of our Cambridge 
or Oxford | Univerſities, may be called an 
Engliſh Philoſopher. If therefore I conſider 
the Maſters, F — and Junior Academisc, 
in our Cambridge and Oxford Univerſities, 


_ as Engliſh Philoſophers, it is to be preſumed 

that no Offence can be given, and eſpecially 
ſince none is intended, by a limited Applica- 
tion to themſelves of this Word and Cha- 


- 


1 
To prove therefore an Analegy betwerbes 


certain diſputatious Kind of Diſcipline and 


Learning in antient Greece, to that which is 
now eſtabliſhed in our Unwerſities, by one 


who had the Honor of filling one of her pub»: 


lic and moſt important Offices, to man in- 
telligent Readers who are uuacquainted-with! - 


our particular Univerſity- Mode of Education, 


it will not perhaps be eſteemed unaceeptable 


In the Univerſity of Cambridge we haves 
public Edifice, conſiſting of three Ground 
Rooms which are commonly called the Di- 
vinity, Law, and Phyſic, and the Soph.- 
Schools: Over this is a large Library of va=+ 


luable Books in all Arts and Sciences. The 
Word Soph is an Abbreviation. of the Word: 


Sophiſt, which is taken from a Greek Word, 


: ſignify ing a thorough A paced Diſputant, Or- | 


one who in an extempore-manner pretends: 
to be qualified to defend, or oppoſe any giver 


Queſtion in natural, moral, or metaphyſical; 


Philoſophy ; being not unlike ſome of our» 
Engliſh Diſſenters, who pretend to pray as; 
good Prayers, and preach as good; Sermons, 


without any previous Contemplation. and 


Study, as a Tillotſon, or a Sherlock, under 
the common proceſs of their moſt valuable 
and excellent Compoſitions. Now: every 
Junior Academie who intends to take a Batche-+ 
lor's Degree in Arts, in his laſt. Probation- 
Year, is obliged to keep certain Diſputation-- 


Pieces of Exerciſe in the public Soph-Schools, 


. 


„ and 
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and theſe Exerciſes are ſuperintended by two 
Maſters. of Arts, and Fellows of Colleges, 
who are annually appointed by the Univerſfi- 
ty for that Purpoſe : And the Junior Acade- 
mies, at the End of their Fourth or laſt Pro- 
bation-Years by: theſe Moderators are pub- 
liely examined and noticed according to the 
reſpective Proficiences, and Improvements 
which they are ſuppoſed to have made in the 
Courſe of their Collegiate Education. But 
there is one Mr. JeBB, who was Fellow of 
St. Peter's College, is at the Head of our 
modern partiotic Clergy, and who inſiſts up- 
on it that no human Formulary, or Declara- 
tion oſ Faith and Doctrine ought to be ſub- 
ſeribed, previous to an Admiſſion into tbe 
ſacred Miniſtry” of our Chriſtian Proteſtant 
Church, even tho“ this human Formulary 


hall contain no Propoſition but what is 


agreeable both to Reaſon and -Scripture. 
This ſurely is a Demand equally odd as un- 
reaſonable, and we may venture to ſay more, 
that tis contrary to the plaineſt Documents 
oF Revelation itſelf : And whenever this De- 
mand ſhall be reduced to Practice by a Par- 
liamentary Deſignation, it will be contrary 
to the prudential Practice of all human So- 

cieties ever” ſince their original Inſtitution. _ 
This ſame Mr. IEEE has propoſed and re- 
commended an annual Examination of her 
Students; but this is giving a kind of Trouble, 
and is erecting a kind of probationary Parade, 
oy no Means apparently neceſſary or reaſo- 
008-7, FEY'S Sh.” nable; 
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nable: And having an Op! oriunity , perhaps 
of gratifying ſome ſmall Itchings of Pride add 
Ambition, has thrown not only the Clergy - 
at large, but our. Cambridge Univerkity alſo 
into a learned Ferment, which is not likely 
to produce more a to the State, than 

Credit to the Church. ink 
I ſhall LEON add one * Pie of 1 ' 
mation to the unverſed. in our academical 
Mode of Education, and give it -ſuch an 
Animadverſion as it will naturally ſuggeſt. | 
Our Diſputes in the Soph-Sch.uols are carried. 
on in the Character ot Reſpondents and Op- 
ponents; and the Moderators , upon being 
appointed to their. Office, ſend to ail the Col- 
leges, (except King's College, whole Stu- 
dents are exempted from any ſuch public 
Examination and Exerciſes) for a Liſt of 
their So h- Students, or of thoſe who are in 
their 1; ,Probation-Year : And theſe, Mode- 
rators;: if we divide the Year into Weeks, 
execute their Office alternately ; appointing,  . 
at different Times, ſome of "the Students to 
reſpond and others to oppoſe. The Reſpon- 
dent is ordeed to give into his Moderator 
three Queſtions, in natural, moral, and me- 
taphyſical Philoſophy; and three others ars 
appointed to be his Opponents, and at the 
End of a Fortnight, they ate obliged to 
make their public Appearance. The firſt 
Opponent is obliged to produce eight Argu- 


ments; the ſecond Five; and the third 
Three; ; 


I +} 


tee; two Hours being employed in the 
Bulineſs of Diſputation. | 5 


Is the other two Schools Diſputes are 
ſimilarly conducted with this Difference only; 
that the Exerciſes of Argumentation, by the 
Candidates for a Batchelor's or a Doctor's 
Degree of Divinity, Law, and Phyſic, are 
ſuper intended by Moderators, who are called 
Profeſſors, and have taken a Doctor's Degree 
in their reſpective or diſtinct Profeſſions; and 
the only Obſervation which I ſhall make at 
preſent on our mode of academical Diſcipline 
and Education, 1s, that 'tis calculated to af- 
ford the ſtrongeſt Incentives to Improvement 
which can be invented and preſcribed. For, 
if any one can placidly and unfeelingly re- 
ſolve to make a public Appearance before his 

. without any Ambition of 
Heinz initiated amongſt the clever Fellows, 
in any Situation of Life, in all probability his 
Deſervings would be carried off in the com- 
mon Streams of Inattention, Indolence, or 

n 


From hence I ſhall proceed to prove from 
the Writings of Plato and Tully, that theſe 
_ contemplating, enlightened, and philoſophic 
Geniufle's and other theiſtical Philoſophers,in 
common. with us Chriſtians, did really be- 
lieve the Doctrine of an accountable Futurity, 
in which ſuch a Diſtinction will be made 
between the righteous and the wicked by the 

e Omnipotent 


Taz 
omnipotent Governor of the Univerſe, as 
ſhall be neceſſary to demonſtrate the Holineſs 


of, his Perſon, 2 to ſu pport the Dignity of | ; 


his heavenly Adminiſtration, 


It is allowed inden that Plato ** — * 
theiſtical Philoſophers, did publicly or exote- 


rically teach this important Doctrine, as one 


of the fundamental Principles of a State, or 
national Religion; but becauſe. of its appa- 
rent Utility to the State or to Stateſmen, by 
er- tending to keep Subjects in general 
in a due Subjection to human Laws and Or- 

dinances, theſe Philoſophers did not believe 
the reality of it; from whence it ſeems to 


follow, that no Propoſition, which, in Prac- 


tice is uſefull to Individuals and to Society at 

large, can be true in itſelf, or allowed to be 
fo by any philoſophical Underſtanding; but _ 
furely ſuch an Aſſertion is very little better 


than committing the rankeſt Act of Depreda- 


tion on the Treaſures of Philoſophy, Ho- 
ever, it is to be hoped, and it may reaſona- 
bly de expected, that this moſt valuable 
Jewel of Futurity in its full Perfection of 
Reward and Puniſhment, will be ſeen emerg- 
ing from the undigeſled Crudities of a miſ- 
guided Underſtanding, into the majeſtic Sun- 
thine of Truth, and a permanent Divinity. 
But ſomewhat previous to producing Extracts 
from the Writings of Plato and Tully, theſe 
moſt ſublime Geniuſſes of Antiquity, it will 
be . to underſtand the . gf 
eſe 


{ a” 1 
theſs great Mens D iſputations, or Dialogue- 
kind of ton, former 
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Now in every Di alogue or Diſputatious 
Eind of Writing, there is ſonic leading Cha- 
rater in which" the Author's real Sentiments 
are ſuppoſed to be delivered: In this moſt 

admired Part of Plato's Work, commonly 

called his Phœdo, it is carried on in a Dia- 
logue between Echecrates, Phœdo, Apollo- 
dorus, Socrates, Cebes, Simmias, and Crito. 


It contains certain religious Obſervations and 
Arguments on the Certainty and ;reaſonable _ 


Expectations of a miſerable or happy Here- 
after. The real Sentiments of Plato are de- 
livered in the Perſon and Character of Socra- 
tes, who was confined at that Time as a 
State -Priſoner, and was every Day expecting 
his Sentence of Condemnation; in which 
Circumſtance it is not probable that he ſhould 
be acting the Part of a . and preva- 
ricating Sophiſt. | ee 
A „ 
Let us eser examine this excellent 
Platonic Practice; hear what has been ſaid, 
agreeable to the common Senſe and Reaſon 
of Chriſtians, concerning the Nature and 
Qualities of the Soul, a future State of Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery, under the immediate De- 
fignation of one ſupreme Lord of the Uni- 
verſe, to whom both the antient Greek Phi- 
loſophers as well as Ourſelves, are moſt in- 
fallibly accountable, * | - | 
n 
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Ia the beginning of this excellent Trea- 


tiſe, upon its being inquired how this great 
Man behaved in his unhappy Circumſtance, 


we have the following Account from Phœdo; 


«I was not affected ſays he, in the fame Man- 


ner as it is reaſonable to expect from one 


who was preſent at the Death of a Friend, 
or Familiar, becauſe he appeared to me to 


be Happy; and from the particular Turn f 


his Mind, and of his reaſoning upon ſuch 
an Occaſion, he died ſo ſweetly, and ſo 


nobly, that he appeared to me as if he went 
into the future Regions of Eternity, by ſome 
divine Deſignation; and if any one was err 


Happy in theſe future Regions of Being, he 
moſt certainly is.“ In another Part of this 


Book, this great Mantobſerves, that he was 


under the immediate Care and Protection of 


God, or of à divine Providence, that we all are 
his immediate Right and Property, and there- 


fore no one ſhould deſtroy himſelf, - or think 


of leaving this World, unleſs under ſome 


ſuch Neceſſity as is now laid upon myſelf.” -- 


Kar wat again to his Friends, he ſays, “ be 


well aſſured that I am in full Hope of de- 
parting into a future Communion or Society 
of good Men, that I am going under the 
more immediate Government of a good God, 


1 "hb 
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ſo that I am not at all diſturbed in my pre- 


ſent Situation, becauſe I am in full Hope 
that the Dead will have a future Exiſtence, 
and that good Men will be Happier than the 


wicked.“ In the Courſe of this good Mans 


* 2 
„ 


Obſervations 


ä 
Obſervations on the Immortality of the Soul, 


the Nature of the Soul there has been much 
Doubt, leſt atter her Separation from the 
Body ſhe ſhould have no Exiſtence, but that 
ſhe is diflolved, and dies at the ſame Time 
in which any one is {aid to die; or immedi- 
_ ately upon her Separation from the Body ſhe. 
goes forth inte a ſcattered and vaniſhing 
ate, ſomething ſimilar to what may be 
- conceived of Air or Smoke. But with ſuch 
an Obſervation from one of his oppoſing 
Diſputants, this good Philoſopher is by no 
Means made any Way uncaſy or diſturbed, 
but afterwards proceeds to prove the durable 
Immortality and Divinity of her inviſible and 
ſpiritual Nature, and at ſome conſiderable 
Diſtance; from this Part of the Diſpute, the 
old believing Gentleman takes an Opportu- 
nity of turning the Laugh moſt effectually 
upon his Opponent, by obſerving that ſume- 
time ago he had ex preſſed ſome childiſh 
Fear, leſt the Soul, upon her Separation 
from the Body, ſhould, by. the Wind, be 
privately diſſipated and diſperſed, eſpecially, 
_ as the old rallying Gentleman obſerves, if a 
' Perſon ſhould happen to die at the Time of 
ſome violent Tempeſt, inſtead of a ſerene Sky. 


And then, after having turned the Laugh 


| _ his Opponent, he proceeds to prove 
the Spirituality and Immortality of the Soul, 
by obliging his Opponent to allow, that 
there ate two different Natures _ Sub- 
ws 6657 ances, 


ons of his Opponents. ſays, that concerning | 5 
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ſtances, the one viſible, the other inviſible; 
and upon the cloſe of the Argument he ſayes, 
that the Soul is moſt like to ſomething Di- 
vine, Immortal, Intelligent, Uniform, and 

not capable of being diflolved. 99: 


I ſhall here make the following Remark 
on the neceſſary Qualifications for a future 
and happy State of Immortality, under the 

more immediate Preſence of the one Omni- 
preſent Sovereign of 'the Univerſe, and on 


Theſe Qualifications are particularly di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the Words , ap, and 
Yaworn; by the Word even, I mean'a 
manly Fortitude'of Mind; to receive all the 
unavoidable Evils and Calamities of human 
Life, with a becoming dutiful Reſignation 
to an Allmighty Providence. This Inter- 
pretation is warranted by Plato's Definition 
of a true Philoſopher; whenever, lays he, you 

ſee a Perſon greatly diſturbed or oppreſſed in 
Spirit at the Approach of Death, it may juſt- 
ly be ſaid that he is not a Lover of Wiſdom, - 
but of the Body. By the Greek Word 
oupgoown, I mean a due Attention to the Na- 
ture and Conſequence of Things and Ac- 
tions; and by the Word dum, we muſt 
underſtand a Life conformable to the eternal 
Rules of univerſal Righteouſneſs and Good - 
neſs. Speaking of Myſteries, there are, ſays 
he, ſome of no mean Repute who _ 3 
„ iſhe 


* 
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| liſhed certain. Myſteries, and have echt 
that Whoever ſhall depart into the Regions of 


Futurity, not previouſly initiated into the 
Knowledge of ſuch Myſteries, and therefore 


are unqualified for the common Regions of 


the M 


the Bleſſed, ſhall have a particular Reſidence 
in a Soil of Clay; but whoever leaves the 
World in a purified and finiſhed State, ſhall 
| hereafter be admitted into a divine Commu- 
nion; but according to my Opinion, fays he, 
the initiated and the yore are the ſame 
with all thoſe who deſerve the Character of 
true Philoſophers. So that according to 
Plato's juſt and true Method of conceiving 
Things in Matters of Religion, to be a — 
Man is a ſufficient Earneſt of future Happi- 
neſs: Agreeable to Mr. Pope's Obſervation, 
his Faith can never be wrong, whoſe Life 
is in the right: Whether this Account of 


ties does not relate to a State of 
Purgatory, which the antient Greeks are ſaid 
to believe, is ſomewhat ambiguous ; though 
ſomething anſwerable to the Greek Words. 
| Kenabaguncs and .ToreAgopares is thus . by 
| Ione, in lie Hamlet. t 


n | D 5 

1 2 Doom d for a certain Time to walk the Night, 
And for the Day confin'd to faſt in Fives, - . 
4 Till the foul Crimes, done in my Days of Nature, HEY 
"+ Are burnt, and purg'd away.” 


Even Plato and Tully ſpeak of the Myſteries 
as be to them dark and * 
e an 


S as 
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and therefore it is not to be wondered, if the 


Author of the divine Legation, and the 
learned Mr. Jackſon ſhould not be able to 


give us any ſatisfactory Information? In na- 
tural Inference from the preceding Obſerva- 


tions, tho' many more to the ſame Purport 


might be produced, I conclude, that,” fince 
Socrates or Plato ſpeak of Futurity” in the 
fame common Senſe, Form, Mode, or Lan- 
guage, as we good Chriſtians do amongſt one 
another; and fince he ſpeaks of God as 


acting in the unknown and heavenly Regi- 


ons of Futurity, in the Capacity of 'a ſu- 
preme Lord and Governor, it muſt be rea- 
ſonable to infer, that Plato did believe a u- 
ture State of Reward and Puniſhment, as 
immediately dependent on God's Sovereign 


Will, or Deſignation; a Doctrine which is 


| declared to be no Object of Belief amongſt 
the antient Greek and Theiſtical Philoſo- 


phers. 


„We will make a Conceſſion for the pre- 
ſent,” that the antient Greek Philoſophers, 
amongſt which Plato himſelf ſhall be includ- 
ed, had a particular Doctrine which he calls 


the Doctrine of a Refuſion; tho' it may as 
properly be called àa Præ as a Refuſion; be- 
cauſe it can make no difference Whether the 
Souls of Men, at the Pbint of Death, hall 


flow backward or forward into the immenſe 


Preſence of a divine Intelligent: Allowing 
then that the antient Greek Philoſophers 


| talked of a Doctrine, which is called the 
„ ©  Dodrine 
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Doctrine of a Refuſion, and that ſometimes 
they ſpeak of the Souls of Men as ſo many 


' . detached, diſcerped, or dilacerated Parts of a 


divine Subſtance; yet upon a future and 


more particular Inquiry into theſe Points, it 


may be Gatisfacorily proved, that — 
be attended with Conſequences whic - 
common Senſe, and — more the im _— 
ech genſe of inquiſitive Philoſophers, muſt diſ- 
believe and abhor; and I ſhall only add on 
this 'Point, that if the antient Greek and 
Philoſophic Doctrine of a Refuſion, and of a 
human Soul's being only ſome diſcerped Part 
of a divine and immenſe Subſtance, did ac- 
' tually prevent theſe great and wiſe Men, equal 
in Un | ing and Judgment to our ChriC- 
tian Philoſophers, from believing any future 
prov of Reward and Puniſhment, which, as 
a" popular Doctrine, they publicly taught, 
then perhaps our Chriſtian Divines and Phi- 
— who have read and conſidered it, 
N not to believe that Futurity 
eh they 1 y Preach : A Conſe- 
quence — 1 ſe that a good Chriſtian 
Prelste will not Lak y and — allow. 


1 hall now proceed to try, if 1 cannot, by 
the faireſt Dealings of Argumentation, boaſt 
of having brought Tully - himſelf, the great 
F „ of Claſſical — from his own 
written Opinions and Declarations, into a 


Belief of a future State of Reward and Pu- 
niſhment ; I mean the Belief of ſuch a future 
State 
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State as is commonly included in the funda« 
mental Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; becauſe 1 
am always better pleaſed with gaining Con- 


verts to Orthodoxy, than to Iafidelit7 ? lt 


having been aſſerted by ſome Chriſtian Di: 
vines, that Tully hath a not declared himſelf ſo 
fully grounded, as becomes a ſound Believer, 
in this important Doctrine of natural and re+ 
vealed Religion. To prove my Point, I ſhall 
produce certain Quotations from his Tus 
culan Queſtions, and from his moſt excel» 
. lent Treatiſe concerning old Age. It is wor 
while here to remark, that as it is, and has 

been the Practice of great Scholars, When 
they are reading Plato, Ariſtotle, Tully, t 
any other eminent Author, to fix upon 2 — : 

detached Paſſage, and to fight it again the 
Author's belief of ſome particular Opinion = 
or Doctrine, which in other Parts of his Writ- 
ings he has evidently attempted to prove the 
Truth and Reaſonableneſs of, by ſome con- 
tinued Thread of Deſign and Argumentation. 
This Abſurdity has 8 practiſed by Chriſ- 


tians on the inſpired Writers of the Old and 1 


New Teſtament ; ſo that to the great Injury 


and Diſcredit of Religion, in ſome Coun- 


tries they are Papiſts, Janſeniſts, and Jeſuits ; 
and in England they are Preſbyterians, Inde- 
pendents, Antipcedo - Baptiſts, Methodiſts, | 
and Moravians. But to return, Tully's Tuſ⸗ 
culan Diſputations are divided into he 33 
and it is highly probable that this great Man 
— well * comfortably 4 a future 


Exiſtence, 


7 . 
Exiſtence, by endeavouring in three of theſe 

to furniſh his own Mind and that of all other 

intelli 


ſatisfactory Arguments for bearing with all 
the unavoidable Calamities and Diſaſters of 
human Life, and even Death itſelf, with a 


ſolution. The Title of this laſt Book is, 


moſt deſirable Contentment ; very confor- 
mable to which is an Obſervation of the great 
French Fenelon, who ſpeaking of Virtue, 
fays, who can behold her without loving 


Notions and Opinions of the antient Greek 
Philoſophers concerning the Nature and Qua- 
' Uties of the Soul, as . are mentioned in 
this firſt Book of his Tuſculan Diſputations, 


vation with our Chriſtian Notions of a future 


Heaven, and an happy Hereafter : Tho' I 
muſt here obſerve, that certain Notions of the 

- _ anitient Greek Philoſophers on this Point will 

appear exceeding ttifling and uninſtructive, 


and muſt be conſidered as thrown out in ſome 
Scholaſtie Modes of Diſpuze, or for the fake 
of ſupporting the Feſtivity of private Con- 
verſation; and may be compared to many 
Arguments which are urged in the Character 
of an Opponent in our public Diſputation- 
Schools of Cambridge and Oxford. The 
Dialogue is carried on between 3 
l f 134 | _ OW 


igent Readers, with the moſt folid and 


becoming Fortitude and Magnanimity of Re- 
that z Life of Virtue muſt carry with it her 


her,” and who can love her without being 
happy?“ I ſhall here begin with reciting the 


and remark how conſiſtent is his own Obſer- 


Now M begins the following Obſervation : 
«« Therefore, ſays he, Since Death is one of: 
the moſt common Events in Nature, what it 
may be, let us firſt of all conſider, | Some are 
of Opinion that Death is a Departure:of the» 
Soul from the Body.” This comes up to our; 
common Chriſtian Senſe or Mode of Con- 
ception. Some imagine that the Soul has no 
Departure, but that Soul and Body die toge - 
ther; or that the Soul is extinguiſhed in the 
Body: Some aflert, that ſhe an actual 
Departure; ſome that ſhe is immediately dif». 
ſipated; ſome that ſhe exiſts for a long Du- 
ration; and others, in common with us 
Chriſtians, that after Death ſhe has an eter- 
nal Exiſtence. But moreover what the Sout: 
may be, where is her Place of Reſidence, or 
from whence ſhe was derived, there is great 
Diſpute. Some ſay that the Soul itſelf is 

_ properly the Heart, and therefore it is now 
and then obſerved, that a Man hath a faint or 

a ſtout Heart. The Philoſopher Empedo- - 

cles was of Opinion that the Soul 1s nothing - 

but Blood, particularly diſpoſed under the 
Heart: Others again, that the Government 

of the Soul was exerciſed in ſome Part of the 
Brain; and ſome, that ſhe is no Part of he 
Heart or Brain. With ſuch Stuff, tho I find | 
it in Tully, I am almoſt- tired, and ſo muſt 
any other ſenſible Chriſtian. - - $9 18 ta 
The famous Stoic. Zeno imagined: that the 
Mind was Fire: One Ariſtoxenus, a Muſi- 
cian and a Philoſopher, ſays, That the 
„ 1 Mind 
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Mind may be compared to a certain Intention 
of Body, which, in Muſic, is called Harmo- 
m, and that all the various Motions of the 
Soul depended upon the Nature and a parti- 
cular Configuration of the whole Body, much 
5 the ſame Manner as a Variety o Sounds | 
ee ey in Muſic. This Philoſopher 
to his Art; tho ſomething of this Na- 

| ture had been faid long before, — explained 
* Plato. Another Philoſopher, Zenocrates, 
Gitivcly.: denicd that the Mind had any Re- 

n or Reſemblance to Body, but ered, 
that the Mind was rather a true Number, 
whoſe. Force the great Philoſopher Pytha- 
goras declared to be one of the greateſt and 
moſt ee en in me whole Kxtent | 
ES Nature. 


Aſter this he introduceth the rank Atheiſt, 
| Democritus, - who reſolved the Eternity of 
Things and Beings, with all their infinite 
Variety af Condition and Actions, into Mat- 

ter — Motion, or what is commonly called 
à fortuitous Concourſe of Atoms. But where- 
as ſenſible Pagans had their Anaxagoras and 
Democritus, ſo Chriſtians alſo have had their 
Hobbes and their blaſphemous Ridiculers of 


Holy Scripture; and nothing but the de- 
formed Singularity or monſtrous Oddity of 
their Genius could hinder them from having 
fallen, or from falling not only into Con- 
| | tempt, but into the wide Womb of Oblivion, 
1 But now let us hear the common and Kun 

1 OX 


( 53 4 

dox Opinion of the Mind and Fütu 
fys Tully, in a juſt Reflection dm. 
ceding Animadverſions, the Soul is Stly 

the Heart, Blood, ' or Brain, ſurelv becauſe | 
it is Corporeal it will die with the other Parts 
of the Body; or if it is Harmony as he Mus 
fician Philoſopher has obſerved,” it will de 
diſſolved: But the Opinion of others, ( 
ſpeaking the common Senſe and Reaſon 
Mankind) expreſs a comfortable Hope, that 
Souls after Death will be admitted into Hea- 
ven, as their proper Place of Reſidence; 


Having thus purſued our great Philoſopher 
as far as the Regions of Heaven, the SouFs 

roper Place of Refidence after Death, and 
| Face he has declared in other Places to be in 
the moſt comfortable Hopes of being ad mit- 
ted into Heaven as into a common Society f 
all good ind pious Men, in all Ages of the 
World, it will not be neceſſaty at preſent to 
follow him any farther in Vindieatiow of his 
Orthodox Faith in God and Futurity.” But 
however, before I proceed to conſider What 
He has ſaid on this Subject in his Freatiſe 
on old Age, I ſhall make one Remark on 


what paſſed between theſe two Diſputants. "" 


One of theſe recommends to the other à di- 
ligent Peruſal of Plato's Reaſoning on the 
Immortality of the Soul, obſerving that he 
would ſtand in need of nothing elſe for his 
intire Satisfaction. It is replied, % I have 

read it, and read it often, and whilſt Rn | 
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Jam reading it I am intirely convinced; but 
"when I have laid afide the Book my Con- 
viction is loſt.” This Anſwer is made Uſe 
f by Dr. Clark, in his moſt excellent De- 
monſtration of the great Truths of natural 
and revealed Religion, as an Argument a- 
gaiaſt Tully's ſettled Belief of a future State, 
ach as is ſuppoſed to animate. the joyful 


Hopes of a contemplating Chriſtian. But 


For Reaſons which will hereafter be menti- 
oned, in my Opinion, the Concluſion is not 


Parrantable by the Rules of true Criticiſm. 


But deſerting the Levities of the volatile and 


 dilputatious Greek Philoſophers, for ſuch 
Was their peculiar loquacious Turn, that 


they talked of the graveſt Subjects, ſuch as 
the Nature and Qualities of the Soul, with 
the ſame Feſtivity as a French or an Engliſh 
Cook will deſcant upon the taſtely Excellen- 
cies of a good Trifle. Let us now hear the 
more grave and judicious Roman, in his full 
flow of Eloquence and ſound Argumentation, 
whilſt he is analyzing the noble and intellec- 
tual Qualities of the Soul, and in a direct 


| ge Manner, proving her Immorta 


lity and neceſſary Reſemblance to the eternal 
and ſpiritual Nature of God; and we ſhall 


' have no Reaſon to doubt of his ſolid and 


comfortable Expectations of ſuch a bleſſed 
Hereafter as we Chriſtians are taught to be- 
lieve, in our beſt Notions of a future State, 
of the higheſt Improvement, Perfection, and 


| Happineſs of the Soul, which ſhe is capable 


of, 


[ 'W 2 2 * 
of, as the natural divine Rewards of Virtue 
and Godlinefs.” | TOE SR RT 

«© I ſee no Reaſon, ſays he, why T ſhould 
not dare to communicate my Sentiment to 
you concerning Death, becauſe the nearer 
I approach it, the Nature of it I more clearty 
underſtand. O my Friends, Scipio ant 
Lælius, I am perſuaded that your Fathers, 

Men of Renown, and my moſt intimate 
Friends, are {till alive, and enjoy that Lite 
which alone deſerves to be called Life. For 
whilſt we are confined to theſe our bodily 
Tabernacles, we are obliged to act by a kind 
of Neceſſity and Difficulty : For the Soul, be- 
ing of a heavenly Nature during her Reſt- 
| dence on Earth, is in a Place which diredaly 
contradids the Divinity and. Eternity of it; 


It is my real Opinion, that Human Bodies 
received their Souls from thelmmortal Gods, 


with a particular Deſign that they ſhould 
_ contemplate this their preſent World of Re- 


fidence, and the Order of the heayenly Bo- 


dies, and ſhould make it their principal Bus - 
ſineſs to imitate the Gods in a certain Conhs 
ſtancy and Rectitude of Living; nor am E 
led into ſuch an Opinion from the mere Ar 
guments of Reaſon and Diſputation, but from 
the Authority of the greateſt Phileſophers. 


| Thare head that Pythagora and habe 
Pythagoreans, wha are called Italian Philoſos 
phers, and may be eſteemed ag — 

5 „ „ 
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of this? our native Country, never doubted 


but that the Souls of Men were originally 
derived from ſome univerſal Mind. The 
preceding Doctrines alſo have been clearly 
proved rem what Socrates himſelf, who, 
in the Judgment of the Apollonian Oracle 
was eſteemed the wiſeſt of Men, did parti- 


_ "eularly confirm even juſt» before his Death, 


concerning the Immortality of Souls. But 


what Occaſion can there be of any more Ob- 
_  fervations on this Point? Thus I am perſua- 

ded, and in this Opinion I am fully confirmed, 
from the Soul's wonderful Quickneſs of Diſ- 


cernment,” from her amazing Memory of 
Things paſt, and from her Penetration into 


future Events; from her Knowledge of fo 


many Arts and Branches of human Science, 


that that Natute in which theſe Things are 


comprehended cannot be Mortal; and ſince 


the Soul is always in, and cannot be ſaid te 


have a beginning of Motion, nor is mixed 


with any Thing unlike or difimilar to her- 
ſelf, from all this I am perſuaded that ſhe 
- eannot be divided, and that whatever is indi- 
viſible muſt be immortal.” And now follows 
_anAccount of Tully's Notion of a Præ- exiſtant 


State, which he had borrowed: from Plato, 
his particular Maſter and Standard of Imita- 


tion. This, ſays he, is a ſtrong __— 
ment that Men knew many Things before 


they were born; becauſe, fince in the youth- 


ful Part of Life we are able to learn many 


difficult Arts; and to take in an innumerable 
K | Variety 


that ſhe inhabited my Body ; therefore be 


FF. 


Variety of Things, it looks as if Men dis 
not receive a Knowledge of them in the be» 


ginning of Life, but they ſeem rather: tg be 


the Remains of ſome former Remembrance 


or Recordation. This I have learned from 
my Plato, tho the fame; or Things te che 
ſame Purport are recorded by Zenophon, .of 


the Elder Cyrus, upon his death Bed, in the 


following Manner. Do not think, my 
dear Children, that after this my Depax- 
ture, I ſhall be no where, ot nothing; for 
whilſt I was with you my Soul was; not diſ- 
cernible by the bodily Senſes, tho by the 
daily Actions of my Life you were convinced 


fully perſuaded that ſhe is n £2608 
tho” mvifble; WT 
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6] could never We perſuaded that the Soul 1 


lives only whilſt ſhe is in the Body, and 
that ſhe dies when ſhe leaves it; but at the 


corporeal Mixture, then ſhe begins to be 


Pure, collected within herſelf, and to become 


Wiſe. Moreover, when the Nature of Man 
is difſolved by Death, it is plain where the 

corporeal Part may be: ſaid ta go; for- all 
Things of this Nature depart to the Place 
from whence they were originally derived; 
(5+ for Duſt thou art, and to Duſt ſhalt thou 


ſo like Death as Sleep; and the Souls of Nen 
in « State of Dreaming, principally and ſa» 
— * 


Time of Death, when ſhe is freed from an 


1 


return) But now you ſee that nothing is 


f 

a 
} 

; 


me as a Divinity ; and even upon a ity" e 


ful Frame 


Words. © happy Day, when I ſhall. be 


/ 


_ | tisfaQtorily proclaim their Divinity. For in 


this remiſs and free State the is enabled to 


look forward into future Events; from all 


which it is evident what we ſhall be when 
from thoſe bodily Chains we ſhall be relaxed : 
Wherefore, if theſe Things are fo, regard 


tion that the Soul ſhall die with the Body, 
yet you yourſelves who now worſhip the 
Gods, ing and governing this beauti- 

of Nature, will preſerve a Me- 
mory of me as ſomething ſacred and inviola- | 
ble.” And as an undeniable. Proof of this 
great Man's Orthodoxy of Faith, for a Con- 
clufion, let us hear him in the following 


admitted into a divine Aſſembly of Souls, 
and when I ſhall be admitted into a future 
Communion with thoſe great Men of whom 
I have been juſt ſpeaking* But in particular 


| - F hall depart into a Communion with my 
= dear Cato, than whom a better or more pi- 
ous Man was ever born ; his Body. indeed 


was buried by me, tho' I could wiſh rather 


that” mige had been buried by him: But 
. His Soul not deſerting, but retaining a full 


Regard for me, moſt certainly departed into 


_ thoſe Regions where he was fatisfied that I 


ſhould ſoon follow : His particular Misfor- 


tune I bore with: the ſame Fortitude of Mind 

as if it had been my on, nor ſhould I have 
been able to have ſupported myſelf with a 

becoming Temper of Mind, if I had not 


been 
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been comforted with a full aſſurance 8 


Seperation or Departure from each oy wall | 
be but of a ſhort Duraton,: 1140 4: artrat; 


"Theſe Quotations,. we — 1 51-46 al 
85 intitle this judicious Philoſo her to — 
Ori 


In Scripture Language the Soul is ſaid o 
have been created in the Image or Likeneſs | 
of God, and Tully's Animi Drvinites is e- 
tremely fimilar : Of the Body it is ſaid, 
«« Duſt thou art, and to Duſt ſhalt thou.re» 
turn; Abeunt enim illuc omma unde orta 
unt, as applied to the Body, and as a De- 
claration of Natural, is very like to that of 
revealed Religion. In holy Scripture it is 
faid, that we ſhall. be admitted into a future 
Society of juſt Men, made perfect; and if; 
we rightly attend to Tully's Divinum Cons 
cilium Cætumque bonorum, . to the above 
Scripture Expreſſion it will be found very 
Concordant. I ſhall diſmiſs this Point with 
the following Obſervation, —It was common 
with the antient Philoſophers to take into 
their Writings any trifling Notion, Opinion, 
Conjecture, or ſome arbitrary ſcholaſtic A= 
ſertion, with no other Deſign but to oppoſe | 


the ſolid, ſatisfactory, and. concluſive . 


ments on the Doctrine which they inte 

to explain and demonſtrate; and for want ok | 
diſtinguiſhing, as the antient Philoſophers did, 
between the right and the wrong, true and 
falſe Reaſoning, ſome of our modern Scho- 


lars 


odox commendable Belief of F uturity. 4 


— e 
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Jars have ſet down theſe Philoſophers on the 

deſpicable Stools of Sceptiſm, in ſtead of 

placing them on the more deſerved Eminen- 

eies a certain, and divine Faith, 
I would by no Means inſinuate, that in 

Imitation of the antient, wiſe, and virtuous 

Philoſophers, who have been ſaid not to be- 

eve” the religious Doctrines which they 

taught, that a Chriſtian may be ſaid not <4 

believe the religious Doctrines which he has 

frequently. preached, and fo conſpicuouſly 

delineated: It is frequently ſaid, that he is | 

an Object of Envy, but I will go farther, | 

and ſay, that in the moſt important View of 1 

true Religion, Virtue, and Learning, he is 

the moſt laudable Object alſo of Imitation. 

That Moſes did not in reality believe the 

Doctrine of a future State of Reward and 

Puniſhment, and that the antient Theiſtical 

Philoſophers did not believe the ſame Kind 

of Futurity which they taught, are Propoſi- 

tions Which I ſet myſelf down to examine 

_ . and refute, for no other Reaſon, and perhaps 

mit will be eſteem'd a laudable One, but be- 

cauſe they appear to me to be the higheſt 

Injuſtice to r. Character, a perpetual 

| Diſcredit and Objection to Chriſtianity. 

I have not — my claſſical Readers any 

Steek and Latin Gone from Plato and 

Tully, becauſe they know where to find 

them; and as to my unclaflical Readers, 

that they might have as much for their Mo- 


dez as could be reaſonably expected, * can 
be 
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be of no poſſible Uſe or Advantage; belides, 
Tally ſometimes gives us a whole Page from 
Plato, without producing the original Greek, 
and therefore I expect to be ſufficiently view 
dicated in the Imitation, and under the 
Sanction of ſo great Authority; but if there 
ſhall be any Charge of unfair aud untruc In- 
terpretation, the Originals will hereafter-be 
particularly ſpecified, and perhaps fome Ani- 
madverſions on Plato's Myſteries may . 
to the claſſical Reader, be unacceptable. -- 


rere u ˖· 
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Os the Do&rine of the T, rinity, in what Senſo 
it is to be underſtood. A fart ber Wiluſtration 
of the neceſſary Terms of Salvation," as they 
muſt have been underſtood by the Heathens, 
and as 1 are delivered 'by the ini 
Writers of the New Teſament,. Os the 
Reaſon of enatting Penal Laws, "relative to. 
the Qualification of diſſenting Mimſters, and 
on theReaſonableneſs of repealing them. On ti 
famous German or Dutch Latin Letter on 
Toleration, which was 'tranflated "by" M. 
Locke, from whence were talen the late 
Parliamentary Objettions againſt the Regs 
| Sy of a ries Subſcription: Mp 


ERE we muſt take Notice of what ive 
been already obſerved, that ſo fat as 


human 


= / 4 
33; 
| 
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human Judgment can extend itſelf into the 


' particular Reaſons of a divine Oeconomy, 
the Religion of the Law, as diſtinguiſhed 


from that of the Goſpel (tho' Sacrifices and 
Circumcifion excepted, they are one and 


the fame Religion) was only publiſhed to the 
| World by different Perſons, and under dif- 
. ferent" Circumſtances. It appears to me 


of the 


highly probable, that the great Deſi 

Law was to eſtabliſh in the Minds 7 Men a 
true unidolatrous Faith in one eternal, inviſi- 
ble, and ſpiritual God; in 


were acknowledged and worſhipped in every 
independent and heathen Society; and God 
Almighty foreſeeing that the Religion of the 
Law would not be ſufficient to preſerve this 
true and unidolatrous Faith, amongſt ſuch a 


conſiderable Part of the human Species, as 


was neceſſary and agreeable ;- a Publication 


therefore of the Law (Sacrifices and Circum- 
ceiſion excepted) was reſolved on, and actual- 


ly preached in the Name, Perſon, and Cha- 


racter of Jeſus, the Chriſt, the Meſſiah, the 


Son of Man, and Son of God, (he was the 
Son of Man, | becauſe born of a Woman, and 
he was the Son of God, becauſe he was not 


. originally produced in the common Courſe 
and Order of a human Generation) and the 


Time of his Appearance in the World had 
been particularly ſignified by divine Inſpirati- 


| ak on to the holy Prophets, Ifaiah and Daniel. 


It can make no Difference, with regard to 


Ci 


poſition to that 
Number of Male and Female Deities which 


__ 
the Nature of our moſt holy Religion, in her 
eſſential Doctrines of Faith, of moral Righ=  * 
teouſneſs, and Conditions of Salvation, 'whe- 


ther we . that the human Body, or | 
| Perſon of Jeſus, was actuated by what we call 


ſome diſtin, ſeparate, human, and created 1 


Soul, under the immediate Influences and 
Guidance of divine Inſpiration; or Whether 


it was actuated by ſome divine Being, equal 


in Eternity, in natural and moral Perfections, 
to God himſelf; or whether God himſelf 
did actuate this human Body of Jeſus, ex- 
clufive of any other human of created Spirit 
 whatſoeverz but the laſt Suppoſition I am 
inclined to believe is moſt probable, becauſe 
it is moſt conſiſtent with all the poſitive De- 
clarations of Holy Scripture, relative to 


Upon this Suppoſition we ** in the 3d , I 


Chap. of St. Paul's Firſt 1 — to Timothy, 
Without Controyerſy, Great is the Myſ- 
tery of Godlineſs, God was Manifeſt in the 


Fleſh, Juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, 


preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 


the World, received up into Glory.” Thus Y 


we read in the gth Chapter of Iſaiah, Un- 
to us a Child is born, unto us a Son-is given, 
and the Government ſhall be upon his Shoul- 
ders, and his Name ſhall be called Wonder- 
ful Counſellor; the mighty God, the ever- 


laſting Father, the Prince of Peace. Let 


us hear. again what is ſpoken by God him- 
0 | ; | ; ſelf; Wy 
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ſelf; to us unworthy Mortals, and ſinful Crea- 
tures, in the viſible Body and Perſon of Jeſus, 
Father, and to your Father, to my God, 


and to your God; my Kingdom is not of 
this, World; that is, my 
Jute Lord of the Univerſe, does not depend 
on the Choice, Will, or Conſent of human 


Kingdom as 'abſo- 


Societies.” All this is perfectly applicable to 


a Suppoſition, that the Body of Jeſus was in- 


tirely animated by the univerſally active 
Powers of Divinity. No one doubts but 


Omnipotence is able to form a Body in the 
Womb, to order it to be brought forth in 
due Time, and to make it afterwards . 


ally to aſcend to the Maturity of our human 
Stature: No one doubts but the Poſſeſſor of 


infinite Wiſdom muſt perfectly, and perpe- 


tually know the State of Men, Things, and 


df the World, and muſt be able to talk oc- 
-cafionally, ſenſibly, and pertinently on all 


human Affairs, in every poſſible Variety of 


Circumſtance and Condition; of this we 
have an amazing and ample Evidence in our 


Saviour's Reaſoning and Diſputing, when he 
was but twelve Years of Age, with the Jew- 


ih Doctors, on the moſt abſtruſe and inte- 


reſtiog Points of Divinity; and indeed they 
expreſſed their Aſtoniſhment on this Occa- 


ſion, in the following Words, From 


whence, then, has this Man this Wiſdom?” 


and Laſtly, St. Paul ſays, / agreeable to this 
Suppoſition, The firſt Adam was made a 


Living 
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Living Soul, i. e. che human Perſon or Body of 
the firſt Adam was animated by ſome diſtinct, 
ſeperate, and created Soul; but the laſt 
Adam was made a quickening Spirit, i. e. the 
human Body or Perſon of Jeſus was intixely 
animated by the univerſal and quickening 
Spirit of God, from whom all other Beings 
and _— received their —_— none 


The Doctrine of the Trinity: is'a ne ger | 
nuine, and ſpiritual Doctrine; it Was deli- 
vered by God himſelf, in the viſible Perſon 
of Jeſus; it was delivered to his Apoſtles in 
a Commiſſion, to act as Preachers and Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, in the following 
Words : © Go and Baptize all Nations, in 
the Name of the Father, of the Son,” and of 
the Holy Ghoſt.” From whence the gene- 
rality of Divines have imagined, that the 
Words were intended to genf nify the Exiſtence 
of three diſtinct and eternal Beings, fimilar 
and equal to each other in all natural and 
moral Perfections. The firſt of theſe eternal - 

Beings is declared to have exiſted neceſſarily 
from all Eternity: The Exiſtence of the Se- 
cond is founded on the poſſibility of an eter- 
nal Begetting or Generation: The Exiſtence 
of the Third, on the Poſſibility of an eternal 
Proceeding or Emanation. But though an 


c.ternal Generation or Proceeding is pro- 


nounced poſſible, yet to me it apptareth im- 

poſſible, and therefore incredible; and there- 
fore I am obliged to conceive, and in Con- 
F | ſequence | 


1 W-3 
ſequence of it to believe, that the Words 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, were not de- 


| 1 ei figned to expreſs the Exiſtence of three eter- 


nal Beings, but the Exiſtence only of one 
eternal Being, acting in three different Per- 
ſons, Relations, or Characters. It is well 
known that the Latin Word Perſona, is uſed 
by TULLY and other claſſical Authors in the 
Senſe of the Words Perſon or Character. 
Thus we read in TuLLY's Second Book of 
Oratory ; © Tres Perſonas unus ſuſtineo, meam, 
adverſarii et Judicis. I as one and the ſame 


Perſon have ſupported, or acted in three dif- 


| ferent Characters or Perſons, in that of my- 
ſelf as Tur L v, of an Adverſary and a judge. 
It is alſo true in fact, that any particular Per- 
ſon may act in three different Characters or 
Perſons, of a Father, a Guardian, and a 
. Phyſician: In which View of Things we 
have one Being united in three different Per- 
ſons or Characters, and we have three Per- 
ſons or Characters united in one Being; ſo 
that we have three in one, and one in three. 
When I am obliged therefore to read the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, as it ſtands in the 
beginning of the Litany, to myſelf, I explain 
it thus: O God the Father of Heaven, be 
pleaſed to extend or to continue to us, in the 
1 and in the Character of our 
eavenly Parent, all ſuch thy providential 
Bleſſings as are neceſſary for our Preſervation, 
for our happy Subſiſtence and a 
| | _ he 


+ Ra 

When T read, O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the World, I underſtand it thus; be pleated. 
O God to continue to us the Bleſſings of that 
- moſt holy Religion which thou waſt pleaſed. 
to reveal to the World, in the Perion or 
Character of Jeſus, of Chriſt, of thy Son, or 
of the Son of God. When I read again, O 
God the Holy Ghoſt, I explain it thus; be 
pleaſed O God to continue to us miſerable: 
Sinners, and dependent Creatures, all ſuch 
Supports and Aſſiſtances of the Holy Ghoſt, 
or of thy univerſal and active Spirit as ſhall 
be neceſſary to preſerve us ſteady in the true 
Chriſtian Faith, and in the uniform Practice 
of our Duty. When it is ſaid again, © O 
holy, blefled, and glorious Trinity,” I under- 
ſtand it thus; be pleaſed O God to continue 

to us all ſuch thy providential Mercies which 
we have juſt now humbly prayed of thee for, 


in the three divine and diſtin& Perſons of the _ 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. In this Man- 
ner I explain the Doctrine of the Trinity to 


myſelf, and perhaps with my Opinion 'many _ 


pious, ſenſible, and judicious Men will coin- 
cide. *, $641 We 


Let us here obſerve, that whilſt the Apoſtles 
or Chriſtian Diſciples were under the Gui» , 
dance, Directions, and Inftructions of God 
himſelf, in the bodily Perſon of Jeſus, they 
could have no Occaſion for any other ſpiti- 
_ tual Aſſiſtances than what they were ſuppoſed 
from him immediately and perſonally to re- 
« ts F 2 oy ceive : 


ctzye: But when he ſhould; be perſonally 
withdrawn: from them upon his Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, then immediately upon ſuch an 
Event which ſhould ſoon be permitted to 
bappen, they ſhould be graciouſly ſupplied 

from the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, or from 


the holy, univerſal, and active Spirit of God, 

with all uch ſpiritual Supports, inviſible and 
ſupernatural Aſſiſtances, as would be neceſ- 
fary to inſtru and ſupport them under the 
various melancholy Scenes of Injuſtice, Cru- 
elty, and Perſecution, in which they, muſt 
expect to be involved. 


Let us here obſerye alſo, that any Perſon 
or Character, in which God is declared in 
Holy Scripture to have acted, is a Divine 
Character; but God is declared in Holy 
Scripture, to have acted. in the three Perſons 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; there- 
fore; theſe. three Perſons muſt be Divine: 
And perhaps if the damnatory Clauſe, which 
ig not defenſible, was omitted, the Athanaſian 
Creed will not be found to be any Aberration 
from that ſcriptural Trinity which I conceive, 
and according to my Conception of Things, 
haye, I hope, perſpicuouſly repreſented, Tho 
if the Athanaſian and Nicene Creed were 
both omitted, I cannot help thinking but 
that our eſtabliſhed Church of England would 
have a public Mode of Worſhip not leſs per- 
fest bod amiable ; and perhaps, when Diſſen- 
ters of every Denomination will write 6055 
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Men of a liberal and ingenuous Education, 
and when of Conſequence they ſhall ſpeak of, 
and addreſs themſelves to the Biſhops as they 
ought to do, in Terms of proper Reſpect and 
| Reverence, due not only to legal Superiors, 
but to Men of unqueſtionable Piety, Learns 
ing, and Judgment, an Alteration in ſome 
few Particulars may be reaſonably expected. 
But in the preſent illiberal and difingenuous 
Temper,” as will hereafter be particularly 
expoſed, any Reform, however neceſſary or 
reaſonable it may appear, if we attend to the 
natural Feelings and Reſentments of Huma- 
nity, is impoſſible. I ſhall now proceed to 
confider the Terms of Salvation as they have 
been underſtood by good and pious Men in 
the Heathen World, and as they are delivered 
in the Holy Scriptures : Whilſt T am Writing 
of Salvation I ſhall ſay nothing of its oppo- 
ſite Condition, becauſe it is not only diſa- 
greeable to the Ear, but muſt be grolly of 
fenfive to every Mind of tender Senſations, 
and becauſe whatever Being is capable of be- 
ing Happy, mult alſo be capable of "Miſery; 
and whateyer Creature may be miſerable, 
muſt have a Capability of being Happy: 
Let us therefore conſider the Nacht and Bu- 
ſineſs of Salvation amongſt the univerſality off 
Rationals'in the Heatzen World, without any 
Informations or Inſtructions of Revelation: 
Amongſt the mixed | univerſal Multitude f 
good and bad Men in the Heathen World, 
their Hopes and Feats of Futurity *were” 
oh F 2 | founded 
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founded: on the Poſſibility - of an hereafter- 
Exiſtence, and on an unavoidable Belief of 
the infinite Power, Juſtice, and Goodneſs of 
God, on bis being an unalterable Lover of 
Truth and Equity, but an eternal Hater of 
Falſc hood and Injuſtice of every Sort; and 
therefore it was univerſally believed that good 
and bad Men would have a future Being of 
Happineſs and Miſery, or of Reward. and 
Puniſhment. . But beſides this, the philoſo- 
phical and improved Part of Mankind had 
their Hopes and Fears of Futurity conſidera- 
'bly increaſed, by Arguments drawn from the 
Immateriality, Indiviſibility, and Immortality 
of the Foul, from her great Celerity of Im- 
e in all Arts and Sciences, from 
ber adroit Practice of them in the different 
Profeſſions, Concerns, and Buſineſſes of hu- 
man Life, and from a free Exerciſe of her 
intellectual Faculties in a State of dreaming 
Sleep, when ſhe can be ſuppoſed to receive 
no Aſſiſtances from the bodily Organs, for 
ſuch mental Operations; and beſides this, 


tho a good Heathen was ſenſible of his be- 


ing a ſinfull Creature, yet it was no Matter 
of doubt but that all his Sins and Aberrations 
from moral Rectitude, would be forgiven by 
' a merciful and compaſſionate Divinity. So 
| ood, and ſo muit ſtend the Nature of Sal- 
vation in the Heathen World, without any 
_ Affiſtances or Informations from Revelation. 
Hut in the Chriſtian World we proceed to 
argue ſomewhat different: In the Chriſtian 
= 5 F World, 
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World, Salvation, in the beſt of Men, im- 
plieth Sin ; Sin, Diſobedience ; and Diſobe- 
dience, with Regard to the ſupreme Al- 
mighty Judge of all rational and ſubordi- 
nate Creatures, implieth eee . ; 
| Puniſhment. of | 


Now, if our e has King 
ſhould commiſſion any particular Perſon to 
propoſe certain practicable Terms of Forgive- 
neſs, Reconciliation, or Acceptance, - this 


Perſon would juſtly. be faid to be a n ger eh 2 


or Interceſſor between God and a Sinner: 

if God himſelf, as he hath an abſolute Right 
to do, ſhould vouchſafe to ſignify: ſuch gh 
Terms of 'Reconciliation, Forgiveneſs, or 


Acceptance in the Perſon of Chriſt, then © 


God himſelf would be juſtly ſaid to be our 
Mediator, Interceſſor, and Redeemer; and 
therefore all our Prayers, preſeribed by the 
eſtabliſhed Church of England, do, and ought 
to end with the Interceſſion or Mediation of 
that divine Perſon in which ſuch Terms of 
Salvation were, by God himſelf, moſt gra- 

ciouſly proclaimed. The Terms of our 
Chriſtian Salvation lie in a narrow Compaſs, 
are very plain and intelligible, and are ſigni- 
fied in the following Words, From that 
Time Jeſus began to preach, ſaying, the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand,” i. e. the 
true, ſpiritual, inviſible, and univerſal King. . 


of Heaven, or of the Univerſe, is now preach= 


ed to the World, in W to theſe falſe 
5 heavenly 
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heayenly Kings, Lords, and Governors, who 
are univerſal Objects of idolatrous Worſhip. 
Thus we ſee that a right Faith, Repentance, 
and a good Life, making Allowances for the 
Hrailties and Infirmities of Human Nature, 
ate the plain, practicable Conditions of our 
Chriſtian Salvation; ſo that the Terms of 
. Salvation; both in the Heathen and Chriitian 
_ World, muſt be very fimilar, if there is any 
Truth in the following golden Declaration of 
divine Mercy and Goodneſs; God is no Re- 
ſpecter of Perſons, for in every Nation, he 

at feateth him, and worketh Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhall be accepted of him. Here it is 
neceſſary to take Notice, that the Kingdom 
of Heaven in the Goſpel anſwers to the 
Lord of Hoſts, to the God of Abraham, 
Haac, and Jacob, and to the King of Iſrael: 
_ Expreſſions which every where occur in the 
q Law; and the Immenſity of the divine Na- 
tutte is deſcribed in the Law in the following 
Terms, peculiarly ſtriking and expreſſive: 
„ Whom the Heaven, and the Heaven of 
| Heavens cannot contain.” T he moral Rules 
of eternal Righteouſneſs, contained in the 
Decalogue, or in the Ten Commandments, 
| are the fame: both under the Law and the 
| Goſpel: And from hence it may juſtly be 
concluded, that a right or unidolatrous Faith 
in God, and Repentance; an uniform, uni- 
| verſal, and impartial Practice of a ſober and 

a godly Life, making proper Allowances for 
the Frailties and Infirmities of Human Na- 
J . | © 0 | ture, 
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ture, muſt be Conditions of Salvation com- 
mon alſo to the Jew and the Chriſtiam; are 
obvious to the common Senſe and Rexſon:of 
Mankind, and muſt be as clearly underſtood b 
the moſt illiterate Mechanic, as the 
learned Divine. I here claim: the Liberty: * 
communicating and defending my Opinions, 
for every one's Judgment is free; and I a, 
claim the Liberty of being directed, on theſe 
Doctrines of the Trinity, and of our Chriſtian 


Salvation, by what enn to me moſt _ 
bable. "153 eee, . 
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But before 1 pra to-make any Obſer- 
vations. on the Reaſon of enacting Penal 
Laws, relative to the Qualification of diſſent- 
ing Miniſters, and on the Reaſonableneſs of 
Repealing them; and before we proceed to 
produce any Extracts from this famous Latin 
Letter on Toleration, which was tranſlated 
by Mr. Locke, and is to be ſeen in the Se- 
cond Volume of his Folio Edition, Which 
was printed in the Year 1727; 1 ſhall here 
take Notice of the Time and Deſign of this, 
and of Mr. LockzE's two Books on Civil Go- 


vernment, making their . in a 
| literary World. 1 


En puſunt, Mr. LBom was bene I 672, and 
died 1704; ſo that he lived to about Seventy- 
two Years of Age: Not more than Half of 
what Mr. Lock had written on the Subject 
of Civil Government, has been communi- 


r cated 
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cated to the World, nor did he cans 


to give us any particular Reaſon for its being 
withheld or ſuppreſſed. This is evident from 
His Preface to the Reader, in the foliowing 
Words: Reader, thou haſt here the Be- 


ginning and the End of a Diſcourſe concern- 


ing Government, what Fate has otherwiſe 
diſpoſed of the Papers that ſhould have filled 
up the Middle, and were more than all the 
reſt,” it is not worth while to tell thee.” The 
Deſign of Mr. Lockx's writing his two Books 


on the Subject of Civil Government, is fully 


proved from what follows. Theſe which 
remain, I hope are ſufficient to eſtabliſh the 


Throne of our great Reſtorer, our preſent 


King William, to make good his Title in 


the Conſent of the People; which being the 


only one of all lawfull Governmeats, he has 
more fully and clearly than any Prince in 
Chriſtendom ; and to juſtify to the World 


the People of England, whoſe Love of their 


juſt and natural Rights, with their Reſoluti- 
ons to preſerve them, ſaved the Nation when 


it was on the Brink of Slavery and Ruin.” 


From theſe Quotations from the Preface, 


the intelligent Reader will eaſily determine 
the Time andi Intention of Mr. Lockt's writ- 
ing theſe two excellent Treatiſes on the im- 

tant Subject of Civil Government: And 
et me here obſerve, that one Sir Ro;ERT 


Funn was at the Head of an hierarchial 
and divine vicegerent Gentry, which was 


compoſed 
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compoſed of Jacobites, Nonconformiſts, and 
High Church-Men of every different Come: 
plexion and Denomination ; nor could any. 
one but the moſt patient Philoſopher fit 
down minutely to examine ſuch odd, ſtrange,. 


and abſurd Propoſitions as are to be ſeen in 
Mr. Lockx#'s firſt Book, in which the aboye-- 
mentioned Sir RoBxRT FILMER is logically. 
diſſected and expoſed. „„ 


No Offence, I hope, will be given, if we 
ſay that the Diſſenters, upon the Arrival of 


King William, when we had a Prince upon 


the Throne, whoſe Religion had been mo- 
delled in the Lutheran or Calviniſtical Schools 
of Divinity, might poſhbly entertain ſome 
ſanguine Hopes of exchanging an Epiſcopal 
for a Preſbyterian Form of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
verntnent: I do not affirm that this was really _ 
the Caſe, but from what we. experience of 
Human Nature, in particular Circumſtances, 
it is highly probable; or in Caſe of ſuch 4 
Diſappointment as I heartily. rejoice at, they 
might at beſt be in Hopes to get rid of all 
thoſe Penal Laws, which, from the Refor- 
mation to the Revolution, the Diſſenters had _ 
conſidered as heavy Chains of . Perſecution, - 
Slavery, and Oppreſſion; and to get rid of 
all ſuch Penal Laws the Diſſenters have my 

| hearty Approbation, and if it can be of any. 
Service, they ſhould have likewiſe my hearty - 
Concurrence. This furely is not ſpeaking 
like a Bigot, nor would any one have ſaid ſo 
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WAS Nad Senſe enough to diftitiguith between 
4 German Quack, and a Philoſophiſing Phy- 
fician; Here T ſhall beg Leave to. lay down 
the following ſelf-evident Pro olition, rela- 
tive to the Nature and Buſineſs of Eccleſia- 
ſtieal Polity, becauſe it will ſave me the 
Trouble of ſaying much on theſe particular 
Parts of this famous Latin Letter, which i im- 
mediately concern the preſent Controverſy 
between Churchmen and Diſſenters. | 


Site I ſhall Have Occaſion to make uſe of 
the Words Civil Magiſtrate and Common 
Wealth, I ſhall take them in the ſame Senſe 
in which they are uſed in this famous Letter, 
and by Mr. Locke himſelf. | 


Now che Word Civil Magiſtrate ſtands for ; 
any one or more Perſons in whom the Legi- 
ſlative Power of any Country ſhall be lodged ;, 
aid the Word Common-wealth is uſed in 
the common popular Senſe in Which it is 15 
plied; when we ſay that ſuch a Thing is uſe 
full or injurious to the Commonwealth, 


» a Cotton wealth, fay 8 Mr. Locke, 
in the 195th Page of the Second Volume, IL. 
muſt be undetſtood all along to mean not a 
Democracy, or any Form of Government, 

but any independent Community which the 
Latins ſignified by the Word Civitas, to 
which the Word beſt anſwers is Common- 
wealth, and moſt rn expreſſes ſuch a 

Society 
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Sacigty of Men, which Community or City 
in England does not; for there may be ſub» 
ordinate Cam e in Government, and a 
City amongſt us has a quite different Notion 
from Commonwealth; and therefore to avoid 


Ambiguity, I crave Leave to uſe the Word 
Commonwealth, in this Senſe, in Which 1 


ſind it uſed by King James the Firſt, and 1 


take ir to be its genuine Signification, Which 
if any Body diſlike, I conſent with him to 
change it for a better. 


I cannot help remarking here, that tis very 
odd, that ſince Mr. Locxz could not ima: 
gine that King James's Character was in,any 
great Repute, in the claſſical World, that he 
ſhould chooſe to fit himſelf down in the ſame 
Form with this royal pedantic Scholar, eſpe· 
cially in a Caſe in which; his own. Gate 
— was liable to be called in Queſ- 
tion, If Mr. Lockx had ſaid that the Word 
Civitas was more expreſſive of hat he un- 
detſtood by an independent State or Commu» 
nity, than the Word Re/publica, he had laid 
a which had been liable to any Excep- 
tion; 5 ut to talk in this Affair as if he did 
not know that there was ſuch, a Word as 
Reſpublica, or as if our Engliſh Word Com- 
monwealth was rather derived from Civitas 

than from Rejpublica, is an Oddity, Which, 
for the preſent, ſince it began i in this Remark, 
there it ſhall alſo end. 5 
Aud I L all here according to, the beſt of 
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my Abilities,” like Mr. Locke, proceed to 
give a Definition of what I mean by parti- 
_cular Words or Phraſes, left the want of 
doing fo, as is evident in our preſent Contro- 
verſy between Churchmen and Diſſenters, 
ſhould produce what is commonly called an 
arguing in a Circle, which, like a Cirele, can 
be ſaid to have neither a Beginning or an 
End. | ri 4 | 

Jam fully ſatisfied that my critical Depre- 
_ciator, in Matters of Natural Philoſophy, 
knows the inſide from the outſide of an Argu- 
ment as well as a Cantabridgian Academic: 
being perſuaded that Euclid's 47th Propoſi- 
tion, in which it is demonſtrated, that the 
Square of the Hypothenuſe, is equal to the 
Sum of the Squares of the other two Sides of 
2 Right-Angled-Triangle : Or that Euclid's 

32d Propoſition, in which it is proved that 
the three Angles of any Triangle are equal 
to two right ones, could not be proved with- 
out the Help of ſomething more clear or ſelf- 
evident than itſelf, or by the Help of ſome 
Definitions, Axioms, & Poſtulatums, or with- 
out the Help of Points, Lines, and Surfaces ; 
nor without taking Parallel Lines, Croſſes, 
or a right Line, and proving that the alter- 
nate and oppoſite Angles are equal: but ſome 
how or other it ſtrangely cometh to paſs, 
that when any Thing in the declamatory 
Way, and in religious Matters, is written by 
Diſtenters, which is barely plauſible, or ap- 

Fr. parently 
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parently ſenſible, you are mechanically forced 
into believing it to have the Evidence of De- 
monſtration ; becauſe you will not erect, as 
vou ought to do, any ſelf-evident Rule or 
Criterion of Rectitude, by which your 

Judgment ought to be directed: I ſhall there- 
fore proceed to argue cloſely or mathemati- 
cally in Imitation of Mr. Lock and your- 
ſelves, on philoſophical Subjects, in order to 
prove the Nature and Buſineſs of eceleſiaſtical 
Polity. 15 "14 BAH Sons 


Now Polity, whether Civil or Eecleſiaſti- 
cal, implieth Power, and Power implieth a 
right Prerogative or Privilege in a Superior to 
exerciſe it, in preſcribing ſuch Rules of Or- 
dier and Government, as in his Wiſdom and 
Prudence ſhall be calculated for the Benefit 
of thoſe who are ſuppoſed to Live in a State 
of Subjection to it: There are alſo two Sorts. 
of Polity, which, by intelligent Readers is 
well-known and diſtinguiſhed by the Words 


Civil and Eccleſiaſtical. Civil Polity, or po- 


litical Power, ſignifying one and the ſame 
Thing, is thus defined by Mr. - Locks; 
that 'tis a Right of making Laws with Penal- 
ties of Death, and conſequently all leſs Pe- 
nalties for the regulating and preſerving of 
Property, and of employing the Force of the 
Community in the Execution of ſuch Laws, 
and in the Defence of the Commonwealth 
from foreign Injury, and all this only for the 
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Mr. Locke has no where given us any 
Definition of Eccleſiaſtical Polity or Power, 
tho 1 conſider it as lodged in the fame Hands 
as his Civil Polity is lodged, 1. e. in the 
Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate; becauſe, the 
Civil Magiſtrate muſt be equally concerned 
about the Salvation of his Soul, as any indi- 
vidual Subject, or any Number of Subjects 
which ſhall be given; and therefore muſt be 
- obliged,” from his unavoidable Belief of a 
God, and of the reaſonableneſs of publicly 
acknowledging and worſhipping him, to pre- 
ſerĩbe ſome. certain public Form or Mode of 
Worſhip, which he ſhall think moſt accep- 
table: By Ecclefiaſtical Polity then I mein 
| 2 Right in the Civil Magiſtrate to appoint a 
Þ| Sabbath, to make a Law for the due Obſer- 
vance of it, to build or provide Churches, 
i and to preſcribe ſome certain Mode or Form 
| of public Worſhip, which, in his Wiſdom 
and judgment ſhall be thought moſt accep- 
table, and of conſequence moſt effectual to 
obtaining all thoſe providential Bleſſings which 
muſt be perpetually at the Diſpoſal of an Al- 
mighty Providence, and without which it is 
impoſſible for any Commonwealth to exiſt or 
de happy; beſides this, Eccleſiaſtical' Polity 
implieth a Right to provide for the public 
Miniſters of his eſtabliſned Religion, by the 
Tenth of Temporalities, agreeable to the ex- 
preſs Will of God, which is revealed in the 
Teſtament, and eſpecially in that Part 
of it which is diſtinctly and particularly ſpe- 
ned by the Law. © "mh 
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lte muſt be evijeat to every one who is any 
way verſed in the Old Teſtament, that Moſes, 


as a Civil Magiſtrate, was declared by God 
himſelf to be his Vicegerent or Repreſenta- 
tive; and that Aaron, if we conſider him as 
2 Biſhop or an Archbiſhop, 


act in ſuch Character till he had been conſe - 


crated or appointed to it by the Civil Mas: = 


giſtrate: Let us conſider again that the R 
ligion of the Goſpel, - becauſe of its diwinely 
intended Oppoſition to Idolatry, which was 
then the eſtabliſhed Religion of all Nations, 
could have no Protection from the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate; nor could the Miniſters of the Go«: 
ſpel be ſupported by the Tenth of Tempo- 
ralities, as it had been preſcribed by divine 


Authority in the Law. But when the Civil 


Magiſtrate ſhould become a Chriſtian, them 


he would naturally exerciſe the particular 
Rights of Ecelefiaſtical Power, for the tem- 
poral Proviſion of the Chriſtian Miniſters; 
which, in the Law, by God himſelf, to the: 
Civil Magiſtrate, had been particularly: grant 
ed, for Chriſt came not to n RO "_ 


25 fulfill the Law. Ty 


Let us hers briefly 0 to thi Andbogy 
of Religion, both in Hou Law and the Goſpel 
and we ſhall find it to be one and the ſame 
Religion, Sacrifices, Circumciſion, and a 


few Circumſtances relative to the Perſons ot 
| Chriſt and of the Holy Ghoſt, only excepredip - 

N in the eternal, igvifible; — 
Go 


had no Right to 


— 


{ 82 ] 


and ſpiritual God, is the ſame in both ; Re- 
tance, confidered as a Contrition for paſt. - 
Sins, and making Allowances for the Frail- 
ties and Infirmitics of human Nature, an 
uniform, ſteady, or regular Practice of the 
univerſal Rules of Righteouſneſs and Equity; 
of Goodneſs, Benevolence, and Compaſſion, 
mult be the ſame under both theſe Diſpenſa- 
tions; and theſe Conditions of Salvation God 
was pleaſed to ratify in the Perſon of Chriſt, 
 . as our-ſole Mediator, Interceſſor, or Redeem- 
er: So that the peculiar Difference between 
the Religion of the Law and the Goſpel, 
may be ſeen in the following Particulars. 
We are commanded by Chriſt himſelf, by 
his immediate Diſciples, and we are inſtruct- 
ed by other Chriſtians, who lived neareſt to 
the apoſtolic Age, to preſent our Prayers to 
God in the Name of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghoſt;! and to pray for all Manner of 
providential Bleſſings, through the Merits 
and Interceſſion of ' Chriſt ; and accordingly 
moſt all the Prayers of qur eftabliſhed Church 
have an ending. agreeable to this Obſervation.. 
And if we conſider what Powers of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Authority are claimed and exerciſed 
by the Chriſtian - Civil Magiſtrate, ſuch as 
thoſe of appointing a Sabbath, making a 
a Law for the due Obſervance of it, of build- 
ing Churches, of appointing whom he thinks 
ſit to fill the firſt Order and Dignity of Ec- 
[ clefiaſtical Authority, and of providing for. 
Ss the Clergy at large, by the Tenth of Tem-. 


3075 12 poralities 3 


* X > = , 
—— a n n 32 
—— — — —_— 
= 


— 


1 


alities; we find that they are ptefectly 
— to the revealed will of God, under 
the Moſaic Diſpenſation, in which the Pow- 
ers of civil and eccleſiaſtical Polity were united; 
in the Civil Mapiſtrate. From hence We 
ſhall eaſily perceive the Reaſon of enacting 
Penal Laws, againſt Diſſenting Miniſters, 
who ſhall refuſe to qualify as the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate has required: And from hence alſo 
we ſhall be enabled to prove the Reaſonable- 
neſs of Repealing them; in which Caſe E 
prove myſelf a Friend to all the Liberties of 
Toleration which Diſſenters of any Denomi» 
nation are ſuppoſed to demanc. 2 


11 is n ſaid and maintained by the 5 


een that all Law is founded on Resten 5 


though perhaps no ſenſible Lawyer will ſay 
that all Laws which were ever made are rea- 
ſonable in themſelves; or that all Laws which 
have been made, ought to be continued by 
every ſucceeding Civil Magiſtrate; but all 
which is to be underſtood in this Caſe; is, 
that whenever any Law was enacted, the 
Civil Magiſtrate had ſome Reaſon for enact- 
ing it; and that the Reaſon, whatever it was, 
did appear at that Time ſatisfactory and con- 
cluſive. From which Obſervation it evi- 
_— follows, that the Reaſon for enacting 
any particular Law which appeared ſatisfac- 
— to the Civil Magiſtrate, at the Time of 
the Revolution, may not appear ſo to the 
Gn Magiſtrate of the prelent Age. And 
G 2 from 
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1 
from hence is naturally deducible the Reaſo- 
nableneſs of a Liberty to Repeal any parti- 
cular Act; or, in ſhort, elerer Le ſhall 

be perſuaded that its being continued will be 
inconvenient or injurious to Society. It muſt 
be taken for granted, from what has been 
already proved, that there are two Kinds of 
Polity Which are allowed to center in the 
_ Evil Magiſtrate, and they are commonly 
diſtinguiſhed by the Words Civil and Ecele- 
faſtical: There are alſo two Kinds of Supre- 
macy- which are equally well underſtood, 
when it is faid by public Authority, King, 
Defender of the Faith, in all Cauſes, and 
. _ over all Perſons as well Ecclefiaſtical as civil 
Supreme; from whence it is commonly ſaid 
and allowed, that the King is Supreme both 
in Church and State. This being premiſed, 
we will here attend to the Reaſon Why Penal 
Laws, againſt Diſſenting Miniſters, were at 
-arſt eſtabliſhed. „ 


We will take it for granted that the civil 
_ "Magiſtrate, and the major Part of the Inha- 
__ bitants and Subjects of this Kingdom, are 

- Chriſtian Proteſtants; that the eſtabliſhed 
Religion of this Kingdom is Chriſtian Pro- 
teſtantiſm. "Now in a Chriſtian Proteſtant 
Church, the Chriſtian civil Magiſtrate claim- 
eth and exereiſeth a Supremacy 
| therefore; if the Word Supremacy is allowed 
to have any meaning, it implieth a Power to 


 — exclude”any one from acting the Part of a 


publio 


As Supreme 


# 


public Teacher, Preacher, or Miniſter, of 


the Goſpel in this Chriſtian Proteſtant Church; * 


* 


but upon ſuch Conditions as the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate ſhall preſcribe. gen 


From hence evidently appears the Reaſon 
why ſuch Penal Laws were originally enaGted ; 
andi it will eaſily enable us to prove the Res- 
ſonableneſs of Repealing them : In which. 
Caſe we will attempt to prove the Inefhcacy 
or Inſufficiency, of that Reaſon Which Was the 
original Cauſe of their being enacted; and. 
we argue thus: All the Laws of "Civil Go», 
vernment may be ſaid to terminate in Inju- 
ries of Perſon, Infringements. on Property, 

or in the ſettling of Property in various In- 
ſtances, unneceſſary to be mentioned. And 
therefore from the, Reaſon and Nature of 
Things, the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate 
muſt extend itſelf to every individual Sub» 
ject, or muſt be, abſolate, unlimited, and 
univerſal ; the Approbation of the Subje& in 
Things relative to, Civil Government, being. 
utterly to be diſregarded, becauſe the Subject, 

in no Cafe, in Things relative to Civil Go» 
_  vernment, can be at Liberty to ac in any 

Manner different from. What the Law ſhall 

preſcribe. The, ſole end of Government a- 
gain centers in the Security ef , Perſon and. 
Property, and therefore in all Caſes in which 
Perſon and Property are hot concerned, every. 

individual Subject muſt be fe ar Liberty to. 
do as he pe EINOY to the arc | 


l 
of his own Will, Conſcience, and Judg- 
ment; And therefore no Laws can be com- 
pulſive or obligatory, except thoſe of Civil 
Government, in which Perſon and Property 
1s concerned, fp HT 


Since again the Civil Magiſtrate of this 
Kingdom and his Subjects. are Chriſtian 
| Proteſtants,” it being abſurd to ſuppoſe but 
- that the Civil Magiſtrate, and by much the 
greater Part of his Subjects, in all Countries, 

ould er the ſame Religion, they all 
being fully and conſcientiouſly perſuaded, hat a 
public Acknowledgment and Worſhip of Al- 
anighty God, is neceſſary” for graciouſly in- 
clining him to diſpenſe and continue all 
Manner of” providential Blefſings, without 

. / which no Society can be preſerved or be hap- 
77 py they muſt be ſuppoſed to give the Civil 

_ Magiſtrate a Power, and his Power is con- 
firmed by the revealed Will of God, in holy 
Scripture, to build Churches, to appoint a 
Sabbath, to make a Law for the due Obſer- 
vance of it, and to preſcribe ſome certain 
Form ot Mode of public Worſhip, as upon 

ee. Principles he ſhall think 

oft acceptable to'God, and of conſequence 
wok effectual for procuring the Bleſſings and 
Protection of his Almighty Providence: But 
notwithitanding, if any” confiderable Part of 
his Subjects ſhall prefer any other Mode of 
public: Worship, are willing to chooſe parti- 
colarPetfons tobe their Miniſters, to keep a 
"1946 2s OE" "Oo: 
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1 
Sabbath, and to keep it Holy unto the Lord; 
fince as Subjects they muſt be Contributors to 
the common Supports of Government, and 
fince to be permitted to do ſo does not at all 
affect the principal Deſign of Mens uniting 
themſelves into Society; and confidering allo, 
above all other Conſiderations, what Happened 
to Chriſt and to his ſucceeding Diſciples in 
a State of Perſecution , it is anIndulgence, 
which, ſo far as I am capable of judging, 
muſt be reaſonable in itſelf, and to the Will 
of God perfectly agreeable. Not do I think 
that ſuch a Set of People, under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, ought to be undet any Reſtric- 
tions from an eftabliſhed Church; becauſe, 
by a Seperation from the eſtabliſhed Church, 

from her public Emoluments they ate utterly: 
excluded. Z, SE IT 


In every human Society the Members of it 
mult have one common Intereſt in religious 
Matters, which is to render themſelves molt” 
acceptable to God, and of conſequence; to 
procure the Salvation of their Souls in ſo 
future State of Exiſtence and judgment. 
Now public Worſhip, in all Ages of the 
World, has been eſteemed an acceptable Ser- 
vice, and eſſential to Salvation; and ſince no 
particular Mode of public Worſhip is pre- 
ſcribed in our Chriſtian Revelation of the 
Will of God, and fince that divine one un- 
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der the Law was diſanulled, public Worſhip 2 


therefore muſt belong to-what the Diſfenters- 


2.408 
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* 
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yin Vindication of themſelves, to the Rights 
0 ꝓtivate 1 udgment. It being of great Im- 
Portance to obſerve here, that the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate's Supremacy in his Sphere of Eccle- 

laltical Government, is not uaiverſal, but 


For whereas the Civil Magiſtrate's Power, 
in any particular Country can extend only to 
e Subjects of that Country; for the ſame 
Reaſon his Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy can be 
extended only to thoſe who ſhall profeſs 
themfelves Members of his eſtabliſhed Church. 
In this Manner I argue in Behalf of the Diſ- 
enters, and for the Repeal of Penal Laws, 
def which, as Inſults and Indignities to the 
Rights of private Conſcience, they fo loudly 
' 1 F208 Nor is it of little conſequenee 
to obſerve, that the moſt prudent Method of 
preventing the growth of Diſſenters is not to 
make them ſo conſiderable as Penal Laws na- 


t rie | A | 

-;T. can eaſily, conceive. that a Society of 
Critian' Proteſtants, .; Papiſts, — and 
Jews, if they will reſolve as they ought to 
do, not to Tranſgreſs, upon any Occaſion, 
the sternal Rules of univerſal Rightcouſneſs 
and Charity, may be as peaceably and hap- 
Pily ,goyerned, as a Society of Men of any 
Particular Denomination: And therefore in 
„Matters of Religion, Diſſenters of every 
teligious Complexion ſhould be permitted t9 
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1 89 J | 
be directed by their own Choice; Approba- 
tion, Underſtanding, and Judgment. Other 
Reaſons will preſently occur in this famous 
Letter, intended to prove that each Indivi- | 

dual, in Matters of public Worſhip, has a 
| Right to be ditected only by his own dear 


ſelf, independant of any Society, Rules, Pre- 
ſcriptions, or Ordinances whatſoever. b.4 


That my Edition of Mr. Locks's Works, | 
- publiſhed in the Year 1727, and in which 
this famous Latin Letter is contained, is the 
| moſt valuable one, may be gathered fromthe 
following Clauſe in Mr. Lockz's laſt "Wall 
and Teſtament :''** Whereas the Reverend 
Mr. Hupson, Library-keeper,' of the Bod- 
leian Library, in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
writ to me ſome Time ſince, defering of me for 
the ſaid Library, the Books whereof I was 
the Author; I did in return to the honour - 
done me therein, preſent to the faid Library | 
all the Books that were publiſhed under my 
Name, which, tho' accepted with honourable 
mention of me, yet were not underſtood to 
anſwer the Requeſt made me, it being ſup- 
poſed that there were other Treatiſes whereaf 

I was the Author, which have been publiſhed 
without my Name to them : In - Compliance 
therefore with what was deſired, in theutmoſt 
_ Extent of it, and in acknowledgment of the 
honour done me, in thinking my Writings 
worthy to be placed amongſt the Works of 
_ the Learned in that moſt 2 Repoſitory ; 
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do hereby further give to the public Li- 
brary of the Univerſity of Oxford, theſe fol- 
Jowmg Books, that is to ſay, Three Letters 
vun Toleration, and Two Treatiſes of Go- 
vernment, whereof Mr. CHURCHILL has pub- 
liſhed ſeveral Editions, but all very incorrect; 
me Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, as deli- 
vered in the Scriptures ; a Vindication of the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity from Mr. Ep- 
WARDS's Reflections; and a ſecond Vindica- 
ion of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity. 
"Theſe are the Books whereof I am the Au- 
 *hor, which have been publiſhed without 
my Name to them.” Here ends the Chaufe, 
en from Mr. ELocke's laſt Will and Teſta- 
-ment ; to which is added-by the Editor in the 
ſollewing Words: To theſe Books, pub- 
 Tifhed by Mr. Locke, in his Life-time, are 
_ "added theſe following, which have been 

printed fince his Death. His Paraphraſe on 
St. Paul's Epiſtles to the Galatians, Corin- 
thians, Romans, and Epheſians. To which 
is prefixed an Eſſay for the Underſtanding 
of St. Paul's Epiſtles, by conſulting St. Paul 
_ Himſelf: His Poſthumous Works, and ſome 

familiar Letters between him and his Friends. 
As to this Edition of all his Works together, 
I have this to advertiſe the Reader, that moſt 
of them are printed from Copies corrected 
and enlarged under Mr. Lockx's own Hand, 
and in particular, that the two Treatiſes of 
Government were never till now publiſhed 
from-a Copy corrected by himſelf “ 8 | 
© 2000s | The 


l 91 J 
The exact Time of publiſhing theſe WW 

Treatiſes of Government is very ambiguous; 
but to hazard a conjecture upon this Occaſion, 
[ apprehend that they were publiſhed in the 
ſhort, perſecuting, and ignominious "Reign 
of King James the Second. The Author 
might ſend them into the World as anony- 
mous Orphans, to avoid the Inconveniences 
and Diflculties in which he might be in- 


1 * | 
 _ volved, at a Time when the Drum,  botly - 


Civil and Eccleſiaſtic, was beat with a Fit 
_ Inſtead of a Stick. As to the Time of pub- 
liſhing this firſt Letter on Toleration, it was 
undoubtedly ſoon after the Revolution; it 
was in all probability, originally written ian 
Latin, by ſome German or Dutch Divine 
in this Language it was firſt imported and 
circulated in England. There was CS 
in the Deſign and Spirit of it which ſtruck 
the great Mr. Locks, and engaged him to 
give it an Engliſh Dreſs, in which it is to be 
ſeen in the Second Volume of this Folio 

Edition. | enn 


That Mr. Locke better liked the indefi- 
nite and vague Method of public Worſhip, 
made uſe of by Diſſenters, than our ſettled 
and preciſe one, eſtabliſhed by the Chureh of 
England; or that he was a Diſſenter in Op- 
poſition to a Churchman, is not evident from 


any Thing which he bas written on religious 


Subjects. That he was rather eſteemed a 
Kakodox than an Orthodox Divine is manifeſt 
MM from 


* 
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from the Controverſy in which he was en- 
pore with the learned Dr. STILLINGFLEET; 
thop of Worceſter, and Mr. EDWAR DSQ. 


Soon after the Publication of this firſt Let- 
ter it was attacked by ſome Hgih-Churchman 
who was never 4 Friend to his own Liberties 
nor to thoſe of his Fellow Creatures. This 
High-Churchman ſet out, in Oppoſition to 
the main Argument. of this Letter, to prove 
the Neceſſity and Reaſonableneſs of enacting 
Penal Laws, and of the civil Magiſtrate's 
ubng Force to compel his Subjects to conform 
0 his eſtabliſhed Mode of public Worſhip : 
This gave Mr. Locks an Opportunity of at- 

_ tempting in two other Letters to prove, in con- 
tradiction to the Doctrines of High- Church- 
men, the Reaſonableneſs of an univerſal To- 
Lexation; ſuch an Attempt being very con- 
ſiſtent with a Gentleman, in Matters of Re- 
bgion, of his diſpaſſionate Impartiality. This 


vnn de evident from what Mr. Locks fays 


in the beginning of his ſecond Letter, as an 
Anſwer to the High-Churchman's Objections 
to the Argument of the firſt Letter, in favour 
of an univerſal Toleration. The firſt Thing 
_ fays Mr. Locks, you ſeem ſtartled at in the 
Author's Letter, is the largeneſs of the To- 
leration he-propoſes ; and you think it ſtrange 
that he would not have ſo much as a Pagan, 
a Mahometan, or a Jew, excluded from the 
civil Rights of the Commonwealth, becauſe 
of his Religion: We pray every Day for their 
27715 | | __ Converſion, 


* 
2 " 
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Converſion, and I think it our duty todofoy 
but it will, I fear, hardly be believed that 
we pray in earneſt , if we exclude them irony 
the other ordinary and probable Means of 
Converſion, either by driving them from, or 
perſecuting them when amongſt us. Force, 
you allow, is . improper. to convert them to 
any Religion; Toleration is but removin 
that Force, ſo that why theſe ſhould not he 

tolerated as well as others, if you wiſh their 
Converſion, I do not ſe.. l 


2 
F 443% | 3 | | ' 44d tad - 
Since it was Mr. Locxz's fole Deſign, 1 
theſe Letters to prove the Reaſonableneſs of 
an univerſal Toleration, whatever the Author 
of the Confeſſional, and of Reflections on the 
Fate of tne Petitions, theſe. renowned Cham- 
pions of religious Patriotiſm, may ſay, or 
boaſt of Mr. Locks ; it is not clear that he 
has done, or intended to do more Service to 
the Cauſe of Engliſh Diſſenters, than to that 
of the Mohammedan, the ſew, or the Pagan. 
So that in this View of Things the Diſſentets 
are no more obliged to Mr, Locket than to 


myſelf, for any Compliments which may re- 


quire any occaſional and grateful Acknows- 
ledgment. ir l N . 
. Ts confirm my Account which has been 
| here given of this famous Letter, I ſhall give 
the intelligent Reader what Mr. Locks in- 

tended for him in the following Preface, 
The enſuing Letter concerning F 


at 
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firſt printed this very Vear in Holland, has 
already been tranſlated into Dutch and French; 
ſo general and ſpeedy an Approbation may 
therefore beſpeak its favoutable Reception in 
England: I think, indeed, there is no Na- 
tion under Heaven, in which ſo much has 
already been ſaid upon that Subject, as ours; 


but yet certainly there is no People that ſtand 


in need of having ſomething further both 


faid and done amongſt them in this Point, 


than we do : Our Government has not only 


been partjal. in Matters of Religion, but thoſe 


who have ſuffered under that Partiality, and 
have therefore endeavoured by their Writ- 
ings to vindicate their own Rights and Li- 


berties, have, upon the moſt Part, done it 


narrow Principles, ſuited only to the 


_ Intereſts of their own Sects. 


This Narrowneſs of Spirit, on all Sides; 
has undoubtedly been the principal Occaſion 
of our Miſeries and Confotlon ; but whatever 
has been the Occafion, it is now high Time 
to ſeek for a thorough Cure. We have need 


of more generous Remedies than what have 


yet been made uſe of in our Diſtempet; it 
is neither Declarations of Indulgence, or Acts 
of Comprehenſion, ſuch as have yet” been 
practiſed and projected amongſt us, that can 


do the Work; the firſt will but palliate, the 


ſecond but increaſe our Evil. Abſolute Li- 
berty, juſt and true Liberty, equal and im- 
partial Liberty, is the Thing that we ſtand 
- * wb. i in 


[9s] Th 
in need of. Now tho' this hath been mucl 
talked of, I doubt it has not been much un- 
derſtood, I am ſure not at all practiſed either 

by Governors towards the People in general, 
or by any diſſenting Parties of the People to- 
wards one another. I cannot therefore but 
hope that this Diſcourſe which treats of that 
Subject, however briefly, yet more exactly. * 
than any we have yet ſeen, demonſtrating” 
both the Equity and Practicableneſs of tlie 
Thing, will be eſteemed highly ſeaſonable: 
by all Men who, have Souls large enough to 
prefer the true Intereſt of the Public to that 
of a Farty. It is for the uſe of ſuch as are 
already ſpirited, or to inſpire that Spirit into 
thoſe that are not, that I have tranſlated it 
into our Language; but the Thing itſelf is 
ſo ſhort that it will not bear a larger Preface, 
I leave it therefore to the Conſideration of 
my Countrymen, and heartily wiſh they may 
make the uſe of it that it appears to be de»! 
ſigned for. 0 OE K 


* 


This Preface I apprehend ſufficiently con- 


firms the Account which I had before given 


of this Latin Letter on Toleration; and 1 
cannot help remarking, that Wwhen Mr. 
Locks talks of an abſolute Liberty, juſt and 
true Liberty, equal and impartial Liberty, 
this is uſing Words not like Mr. Lock, in 
a vague and indefinite Senſe, which, in one 


of his moſt excellent Treatiſes called the Im- 


perfection and abuſe. of Words, he has de? 
2 8 N clared 


— 1 2 1 


| claed to be the true Cauſe and Continuance 

of Diſputes in the literary World: But every 
one has his Hobby Horſe, and Mr. Locke, 
or ſome: Body elſe, is riding here upon this 
Hobby Horſe of Liberty, not knowing what 
— * or where he is going, with a Li- 
berty, which equally proves a Right for a 
Man to ride into a River and drown' himſelf, 
as well as of endeavouring to fave a Fellow: 
Creature whom he ſhall accidentally obſerve 
to be in a drowning State. 


I ſhall now give the Public what I call tlie 
grand Poſition, Propoſition, or Argument, 
of this famous Latin Letter; in all probabi- 
lity the Product of ſome Dutch or German 
Divine, in the Words in which it was tran- 
{lated by Mr. Locks. 3-4! 

Here it is ſtrangely and arbitrarily aſſerted, 
that the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate ought 
not in any Manner to be extended to the Sal- 
_ "vation of Souls; and that no ſuch Power can 

be veſted in the Civil Magiſtrate, by the 

Conſent of the People: But we have an ar- 
bitrary Aſſertion, contrary to Matter of Fact, 
and to the Practice of all Ages and Countries; 
for even in the moſt civilized and knowing 
Ages of antient- Greece and Rome, certain 
lodes of facrificial Worſhip were ſanctioned 


and appointed by the Civil Magiſtrate, and 
in the Exerciſe of ſuch a Power, the People 
willingly acquieſced. In our own. — 
. 5 a | allo, 
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alſo, certain Modes of public Worſhip, in- 
tended for the Salvation of Souls, have been 
ſanctioned and appointed by the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate; and in the execution of ſuch a Right 
the major Part of his Subjects have been well 
ſatisfied ; the grand Poſition then of this Let- 
ter, as tranſlated by Mr. Locks, is as fol- 
lows. | ; e 3 1098 e 
The Commonwealth, ſays he, ſeems to 
me to be a Society of Men conſtituted only 
for the procuring, preſerving, and advancing 
their own civil Intereſts. Civil Intereſt I call 
Life, Liberty, Health, and Iadolency ot 
Body; and the Poſſeſſion of outward Things, 
ſuch -as Money, Lands, Houſes, Furniture, 
and the like. It is the Duty-of the Ciyil 
Magiſtrate, by the impartial Execution of 
equal Laws, to ſecure unto the People in ge- 
neral, and to every one of his Subjects in par- 
ticular, the juſt Poſſeſſion of theſe Things 


belonging to this Life: If any one preſume to 


violate the Laws of public Juſtice and Equity, 
eſtabliſhed for the Preſervation of theſe Things, 
his Preſumption is to be checked by the fear 
of Puniſhment, conliſting of the Deprivation 
or Diminution of theſe civil Intereſts or Goods, 
which otherwiſe he might and ought to injoy. 
But ſeeing no Man does willingly ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be puniſhed by the Deprivation of any 
Part of his Goods, and much leſs of his Li- 
berty or Life; therefore is the Magiſtrate 
armed with the Force and Strength of all 2 
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Subjects, in order to the Puniſhment of thoſe 
that violate any other Man's Right. TER 


Now that the whole Juriſdiction of the 


Magiſtrate reaches only to theſe civil Con- 


cernments, and that all civil Power, Right, 
and Dominion, is bounded and confined b 
the only Care of promoting theſe Things, 
and that it neither can, nor ought, in any 


Manner, to be extended to the Salvation of 


Souls; theſe following Conſiderations ſeen 
unto me abundantly to demonſtrate. 


« Firſt, becauſe the Care of Souls is not 
committed to the Civil Magiſtrate any more 
than to other Men; it is not committed unto 
him, I ſay, by God, becauſe it appears not 
that God has ever given any ſuch Authority 
to one Man over another, nor can any ſuch 
Power be veſted in the Magiſtrate by the 
Conſent of the People. #6 


Let me here obſerve; that when this Dutch 
or German Divine ſays, that the Care of Souls 
is not committed to the Civil Magiſtrate, and 
that it is not committed to him, by God ; 
ſurely this alien Divine never read, or never 
underſtood his Bible, or at leaſt that Part of 
it which paſſed between God and Moſes, in 
Things undeniably pertinent to the Care and 


Salvation of Souls. In the next Place, as to 


what he ſays of the Civil Magiſtrate, at the 
Head of a Comironwealth, tis very true, 
| tnat 


4 
that an atheiſtical, wiſe, and prudent Civil 
Magiſtrate, ſuch as he has only deſcribed, 
willonly think himſelf obliged to place able and 
judicious Men in the ſeveral Departments of. 
civil Judicature, and to ena&t Penal Laws, 
preſcribing Fines, Impriſonment, and even 
the Puniſhment of Death itſelf, for capital 
Offences againſt the eſtabliſhed Laws of his. 
Government. And ſomething fimilar may 
be ſaid of an atheiſtical, wiſe, and prudent. 
Maſter of a Family: Such a one will only 
think himſelf oblig'd to provide Meat, Drink, 
and Cloaths, for himſelf and the immediate 
Branches of his Family ; to diſcountenance 
and puniſh, according to the Nature and Ex- 
tent of his Family Juriſdiction, all Acts of 
Oppreſſion or Injuſtice which ſhall be prac- 
tiſed by one towards another. But a theiſtical 
civil Magiſtrate, and a theiſtical Maſter of a 
Family will think tliemſelves obliged to do 
ſomething more of a very different Nature 
and Tendency _ | 


I ſhall ſay no more at preſent concerning 
the religious Doctrines of this originally Latin 
Letter on Toleration, becauſe they will foon - 
be more particularly examined and diſcuſſed ; 
and whatever abuſe I may receive from our 
public Critics on the Occaſion, I ſhall con- 
clude my religious Obſervations on this Sub- 
ject, with giving an Account of what I ap- 
prehend to have been the particular great End 
and Deſign of requiring a Subſcription to our 
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XXXIX Articles, as previous to admitting 
any one to act as a public Preacher of the 
SGoſpel, in this our Proteſtant, Chriſtian, and 
eſtabliſhed Church of England: In what 
View of Things I reconcile ſuch a Subſcrip- 
tion to my own Conſcience, who am as unwil- 
ling to declare an evidently falſe Propofition 
to be true, as Dr. Kiye1s, or any other Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſter, the religious Wires of 
whoſe Conſcience ſhall be declared more de- 
licate and tender. On the Horrors of a Sub- 
ſcription, as thrown out by Dr. Kiyeis ; on 
the pure Word of God ; and on the particular 
Circumſtances of Things, in which any Re- 
form, however neceſſary or reaſonable in it- 
ſelf, can be expected. 


It is to be ſuppoſed, in the firſt Place, that 
every Miniſter of a Proteſtant Chriſtian 
Church, not only is, but profeſſeth to be a 
Theiſt, a Chriſtian, and a Proteſtant Chriſ- 
tian: It appears therefore to me to have been 
the particular great End and Deſign of our 
Articles, that a public and ſolemn Declaration 
ſhould be made of that Faith which belongs 
to the Character of a Theiſt, a Chriſtian, and 
a Proteſtant Chriſtian, 


As a Theiſt, therefore, I have ſolemnly 
declared in the following Words of the firſt 
Article, there is but one living and true God, 
Everlaſting, without Body, Parts, or Paſſions; - 
of infinite Power, Wiſdom, and — ; 
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the Maker and Preſerver of all T hings, Vi- 
ſible and Inviſible. As a Chriſtian, ks) "2 
viſible Proof of my being ſo, I have declared 
in the ſecond, third, and fourth Articles, my - 
Aſſent to our Saviour's Incarnation, Cruci- 
fixion, ReſurreCtion, and Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven. As a Proteſtant Chriſtian, renouncing 
the particular abſurd, falſe, erroneous, and 
ſuperſtitious Doctrines of the Church f 
Rome; I have declared by the twenty-le- 

cond Article, that Purgatorv, Pardons, Wor- 
ſhipping, and Adoration as well of Images 
as of Reliques; and alſo Invocation of Saints, 
is a fond Thing, vainly invented and ground- 


ed upon no Warrantry of Scripture, but ra- 


ther repugnant to the Word of God. In the 
twenty- fifth Article I have declared that Con- 
firmation, Pennance, Orders, Matrimony, and 

extreme Unction, ate not to be counted for 
Sacraments of the Goſpel. In the twenty- 
eighth, I have . n that the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation is repugnant to the ou 
Words of Scripture. In the thirty-ſecond, 1 
have declared that Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 

cons, by God's Law, are not commanded to 
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Vow the Eſtate of lingle Life, 'or to abſtain, 
from Marriage. f 


Dr. Kieeis, i in his Vindication of the "9 
teſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, has ſome where 
ſaid that he has known ſome Perſons who 
had rather be ſacrificed than ſubſcribe to our 
Articles: But if Dr. K1eets {hall affirm again 

r 
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that he, or any of his acquaintance had rather 
be ſacrificed than make ſuch a public Decla- 
ration of his Faith, as a Theiſt, a Chriſtian, 
and a Proteſtant Chriſtian, which is clearly 
expreſſed in our Articles, upon my Word I 
ſhall entertain a very indifferent Opinion of 
his Underſtanding and Judgment, and more 
eſpecially of his Faith as a ſincere Proteſtant 
Chriſtian. This Dr. K1ye3s alſo takes Occa- 
fion to ſpeak very handſomely of Dr. Hur, 
who, with Dr. NEwToNn, Biſhop of Briſto}, 
have written moſt excellent Treatiſes on the 
Subject of Prophecy; and when I am read- 
ing that Part of Dr. K1yeis's Vindication, in 
which we muſt infer that he could not, with- 
out the higheſt Deteſtation, Abhorrence, and 
diſquietude of Mind, do what has been done 
by Dr. HurD, Dr. Nxwrox, and the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury ; whoſe Candor, Mo- 
deration, univerſal Charity, good Senſe and 
Abilities, are particularly known in the ſame 
Univerſity in which I alſo had my academical 
Education; I cannot help thinking but that 
he muſt be repreſenting himſelf to the ſenſible 
and diſpaſſionate Part of Mankind, in a view 
| moſt extremely ridiculous and contemptible. 


The fame Dr. K1eeis, though he is a ſen- 
ſible Man and a good Writer, yet in the over- 
flowings of zeal, and in the Prejudices of 
Education, he has directly and bluntly charg- 
cd our learned and pious Prelates, with ha- 
ving deſignedly and preſumptuouſly * 
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the Cauſe of God, of Truth, Liberty, and 
Humanity ; and with having declared them- 
ſelves Enemies to all the natural Rights and 
Liberties of Mankind, or Society : A heavy 
Charge indeed, in which I am perſuaded that 
our learned and pious Prelates have no Guilt; 
and this Chriſtian Proteſtant Diſſenter has af- 
forded us a moſt extraordinary Inſtance of 
Chriſtian Meekneſs and univerſal Charicy. 
The Reviewers alſo have idley and paſſio- 
nately declared in the following puerile Traſh 
of Expreſſion, Who does not know that 
the Biſhops have long ago turned a deaf Ear 
to Inſtruction.” Another furious Zealot,” in 
ſome Remarks on Mr. RorRRHAM, fays, 
« That the Biſhops will not recede from 
their Point till the eſtabliſhed Churches have 
been pulled down, and they ſhall be buried 
in their Ruins.” A furious Writer indeed, 
and yet this Obſervation has been approved 
by the Reviewers ; it being very extraordinary 
that we ſhould meet with ſuch ſcurrilous and 
caucaſian Abuſe in Men of popular Polite- 
neſs and Liberality, whofe peculiar Office it is 
to rebuke any Offender againſt the eſtabliſhed 
Rules of Decency and good Manners. The 
Author of the Confeſſional has moſt inſolentiy 
charged the Biſhops with countenancing the 
Growth and Propagation of Popery, but 
great Genius' will now and then take the 
Liberty of ſaying any thing, however regug- 
, nant it is to Matter of Fact, or to the com- 
mon Senſc and Reaſon of Mankind. 
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The aft great Tranſgreſſor in this Way, is 
the Author of Reflections on the Fate of the 
*etition; who, in the Opinion of the Re- 
yiewers is the Author of the Confeſſional. 
This great Tranſgreſſor having repreſented, 
in the greateſt notoriety of Expteſſion, Lord 
Nox TH, and the late famous Sir RokERT 
ALPOLE, as Favourers of the moſt uncon- 
ſcientious arid unprincipled Syſtem of Poli- 
tics ; the Biſhop of London as engaged in all 


the artfull Intrigues of a Greek Sophiſt ; the 


Clergy of the Metropolis, as a Phalanx, or 

Body Guards to this worthy Prelate ; having 
charged them alſo with being ſecret Abettors 
bf ſome- popular Vices which by their Pro- 
eſſion they ought to diſcountenance and ſup- 
"lk having audaciouſly, patrioticly, and 
ike a true Libertine, or what he calls a true 
Friend of Liberty, abuſed the moſt cenſide- 
rable and deſerving Part of his Majeſty's Sub- 


jects; he . concludes his Book with a moſt 
Illiberal Reflection on our Deſcendnats of 
the Brunſwick Line, in the following Man- 


ner. © Ye Spirits of BuxN ET. TiLLOT- 
SON, LOCKE, CLARKE, NEWTON, Hoap- 
LEY, What is become of your Labours to pre- 
pare the Minds of the rifing Generation, for 
the Execution of the generous Plan of Re- 
formation you ſo clearly pointed out to them? 


What of the Hopes which ſome of you ex- 


Fee that religious Oppreſſion could no: 
ong ſurvive the Re- eſlabliſhment of civil Li- 

berty, by theſe gracious Princes who _ 
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vered us from the Politics of a PeTRE anda a 
BoLINGBROKE ? But the Scene 1s too mortiL- 
fying for a Retroſpect. Well may we fay 
with Ophelia, Woe are we to have ſeen 
what we have ſeen, ſee what we ſee.” In 
plain Engliſh, it fignifieth what a great pub= 
lic Misfortune it has been and now is, that 
any Deſcendant of the Brunſwick Line 
ſhould ever have been placed on 'the Throne 
of theſe Kingdoms, and then it may be faid 
that we have here a ſingle Ophelian, woewe, 
and a double Ophelian, ſee, ſee. 


But without any Deſign or Occafion to 
Flattery, or undeſerving Compliment, it is 
allowed by all the candid and impartial Part 
of the literary World, that a moſt amiable 

Picture of Virtue, Piety, and towering Abi- 
lities, is conſpicuouſly held out to public 
View in a NEwTON, a WARBURTON, a 
LowTH, a Moss, a GREEN, and a YONGE ; 
ſo that none but a bigotted Diſſenter can read 
the above Specimens of Invective on Prel 
at large, without the higheſt Senſations of 
Indignation and Pity. 2 


In the next Place, as to the Phraſe of the 
pure Word of God's being a right Meaſure, 
of a true ſcriptural Faith, in Things relative 
to the Character of a Theiſt, a Chriſtian, 
and of a Proteſtant Chriſtian ; it is no leſs 
enigmatically or myſteriouſly - unintelligible 

than the hieroglyphical Repreſentations X | 
. . 4 
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the learned Pocock or WarBuRTon : Tho' 
in all probability the moſt important of theſe 
hieroglyphical Repreſentations were intended 
to expreſs the Attributes of the one Eternal, 
Infinite, and Perfect Being, the Creator of 
all other Beings, of ali the Matter end Worlds 
of the Univerſe; a Doctrine which the moſt 
contemplating Part of the antient Egyptians 
dared not to communicate to vulgar and 
n Underſtandings; nor was our 

ngliſh parliamentary Senate-Houſe ever ſo 
myſtically vocifetated as in her late Debates 
on the Petition of Diſſenting Miniſters, with 
this remarkable reiterated Phraſe of the pure 
Word of God, ſince the memorable and un- 
happy Days of OLiver, when it became the 
Seat of Puritans and Fanatics, And I ſhall 
diſmiſs this Point with obſerving, that if any 
ſenſible and acute Reaſoner, in Converſe with 
Lords and Commons, about the Reaſonable- 
neſs of any particular Act which has been 
lately paſſed, ſhould be anſwered, you may 


de ſure that we always make Laws by the 


pure Word of Lords and Commons, or by 
the pure Word of Parliament: If, in the 
fame Manner, in diſputable Matters, relative 
to Law, Phyſic, or Divinity; if, in anſwer 
to any propoſed Difficulties and Objections 
it ſhould be ſaid by their reſpective Profeſſors, 
you may be ſure that we are perpetually di- 
tected by the pure Word of Law, by the pure 
Word of Phyſic, and by the pure Word of 


God or Divinity ; would ſuch a Method of 
i 7 Reſponding 


1 
Reſponding or Argumentation be received as 


any way ſatisfactory or concluſive? Ni vult, 
 Credat. | " 


_ Laſtly, as to certain Circumſtances of 
Things, in which a Reform, in a few In- 
ſtances, with regard to our Articles'and eſta- 
bliſhed Mode of Worſhip may be expected; 
it appears to me equally right, fit, and rea- 
ſonable in itſelf, that previous to any oue's 
being admitted into the Miniſtry of our Chriſ- 
tian Proteſtant Church, he ſhould be obliged 
to make a public Declaration of the Faith of 
a T heiſt, a Chriſtian, and a Proteſtant Chriſ- 
tian, which is particularly expreſſed in our 
Articles, as that previous to any one's being 
admitted to execute any public or civil Office, 
he ſhall be obliged to make a ſolemn Decla- 
ration of his Faith in the real Exiſtence of a 
King, in his being a worthy Object of Fide- 
lity and Allegiance ; and that no Branch of 
the Pretender's Family has any natural or 
legal Right to the Throne of theſe King- 
doms which he poſſeſſeth. We wall allow 
that an Aſſent ſhould be required to no Pro- 
poſition relative to the three religious Cha- 
racters above-mention'd, unleſs to ſuch as are 
ry intelligible, and important, which per- 

aps may not be the Caſe with every Article 
conſidered ſeperately : Though if we con- 
fider them collectively, as intended to expreſs, 
and as clearly delineating this Faith, it does 
not appear to me that an Aſſent to the Tra 
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of them, in a collective View, can offer any 
confiderable Injury or Violence to the beſt 
Conſciences which belong to us fallible and 
eafily deluded Mortals: And though the High- 
Churchman, who infifts upon the reaſonable- 
neis of ſubſcribing to XXXIX Articles, re- 
moves himſelf at a great, yet he who inſiſts 
upon Subſcribing to none, removes himielf 
to a greater Diſtance from all the Rules of a 
eireumſpecting Prudence and religious Recti- 
tude. 


_ Jt may here aptly be obſerved, that our 
braye and wiſe Anceſtors among the Clergy, 
Nobility, and Gentry of this Realm, were 
ſpirited in a Revolution to hazard both their 
Blood/ and Treaſure, in Defence of what they 

call'd their civil and religious Rights and Li- 
berties. Now their religious Rights and Li- 
 berties muſt be meaſured by the religious 
Doctrines of our Articles, and by that pre- 
ciſe and written Mode of Worſhip which be- 
longs to our national and eſtabliſhed Pro- 
teſtant Church of England: Theſe brave and 
wie Souls alſo thought it neceſſary to guard 
their religious Rights and Liberties by the 
enacting of Penal Laws; and why can it not 
be ſuppoſed that the preſent Biſhops, and the 
major Part of the Houſe of Lords, may be 

directed with equal Sincerity, and with equal 
convincing Reaſons in their continuance? 
Common Senſe and Charity obligeth us to 
i The 


1 
The reaſonableneſs and practieableneſe of 


any deſired Reform, in different Ages of the 
Chriſtian Church, is expreſſed in the latter 
Part of the Thirty-Third Article, in the fol- 
lowing Words : Every particular or 2 | 
Church hath Authority to ordain, ch 
and aboliſh Ceremonies or Rites of the Chuck 
ordained only by Man's Authority, fo that 
all Things be done to edifying.” Nor can it 
eſcape the Convictions of common Senſe, that 
the ſeveral buffoon, ſcurrilous, and illiberal 
Reflections which have been thrown out up- 
on the King and the Biſhops, muſt naturally 
tend to fruſtrate the very Cauſe in which cer- 
tain religious and patriotic Champions pre- 
tent to be heartily and ſincerely engaged; 

and I ſhall here beg Leave to mention the 
following Samples of ſuch an execrable Pro- 
ceeding. By the Author of Reflections on 

the Fate of * Petition, the King is ſaid to 

have obſerved ſome where, or to ſome Her- 5 
ſon, that kneeling is Religion, and Prayer 


is Morality. Perhaps the moſt ſenſible and 
dutifull Part of his Subjects may be diſpoſed. 


to conſider ſuch an Obſervation as an Argu- 
ment of good Senſe and Piety ; though this 
learned and acute Writer laughs, ſneers, 
grirs, and banters over it as the Product of 
the higheſt Ignorance and Superſtifion. Let 
us read another Sample of Buffoonery-rea- 

ſoning with Regard to the Biſhops, as taken 
from a patriotic News- Paper. The 39 
Articles ot War, eſtabliſhed by our Church 


Militants. 


1 

Militants about Two Hundred Vears ago, 
being expreſſly unconſtitutional, and repug- 
nant to the great Charter of Proteſtants, be 
accurately raiſed by the Staff Officers of the 
Church, and reduced according to the Statute 
in this Caſe made and provided by Jeſus 
Chriſt. What is Truth, ſaid Pontius Pilate 
to our Saviour; our modern Bithops anſwer 
the Queſtion by referring him for Informa- 
tion to the XXXIX Articles. Excellent Pro- 
pagators of the Goſpel, the Man who' reſiſts 
ſuch Conviction muſt be an Infidel indeed. 
This ſurely is the Eſſence of logical Reaſon- 
ing, and no doubt will be allowed to be the 
very Quinteſſence of mathematical Demon- 
ſtration, with which the - dverſaries of our 
eſtabliſhed Church are proving Preſbytery 
to be a Chriſtian Truth, and Epiſcopacy a 
Pagan Error. 


It muſt be obſerved here that one principal 
Point which the Author of the Confeſſional, 
and our Reflectioner are labouring at, is to 
perſuade the good People of England, that 
the Word Puritaniſm implieth a greater Pu- 
rity;of ſcriptural Faith & Worbip than (Puri- 

| tans excepted) is to be found an any Diſſen- 
ters ſrom the eſtabliſhed Church of England, 
ſince the Reformation. Now becauſe Puri- 
taniſm and Methodiſm, or Puritants and Me- 
thodiſts have ſomething congenial to each 
other; and becauſe the Biſhop of Glouceſter, 
in a late Treatiſe on Grace, made it his prin- 


cipal 


1 


cipal Deſign to prove that Puritans and Me- 


thodiſts may be juſtly ranked under the Title 
of Fanatics and Enthuſiaſts; and fince the 
late Biſhop of Exeter attempted to do a fimi- 


lar juſt, but unfeiendly Service to theſe wor- 


thy Chriſtians, in his Methodiſts and Mora- 
vians compared and detected, theſe learned 
Prelates, therefore, and their learned Com- 
poſitions, are unexpectly carried off in the 
momentary Confutations of a ſatyrical Sneer. 


It is wal known that our Doctrines of 1 


Faith, expreſſed in the XXXIX Articles, 


and that our ſettled Modes of public Worſhip 


which conſtitute our national and eſtabliſhed 
Church of England, began with the Crown, 
perſuaded and convinced, in all probability, 


by one or more learned Prelates of that Age, 


and were recommended by the Crown to the 


Parliament for a ſanctionary Approbation: 
No Repeal of Penal Laws, therefore, nor 
would a continuance of them be juſtifiable if _ 


they were intended to be executed; nor can 
any Reform, in a few Inſtances, however 
defirable by Men of Senſe and univerſal Cha- 

rity, be ever expected to take Plzce, unleſs 
in a becoming Dreſs of complimentary Obe- 
dience and Duty due to legal Governors; it 
ſhall be favourably received at Croyden, in 
its Way to St. James's, Thus we ſee that 


Depreciators of Majeſty, and Vilifyers of 
Prelacy, in Contradiction to a popular Opi- 


nion of their good Senſe, Virtue, and Abili- 
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ties, muſt 3 keep them at the fame 
Diſtance from their intended Haven; much 
like the filly Boy who was. reſolved to get to 
the Top of his Shadow, not being able to 
recolle& that he and his Shadow where inſe- 
perable, and that the faſter he ran his Sha- 
dow would proportionally increaſe its Pace. 
To all ſach, therefore, hot-brained, uncha- 
ritable, and- paſſionate Friends of Liberty, 
whether Civil or Religious, I ſhall conclude 
with the Advice of the wiſe Son of Sirach, 
in the 19th Chapter of Eccleſiaſticus. Ad- 
moniſh thy Friend, it may be he hath not 
done it, and if he have done it, that he do it 
no more: Admoniſh thy Friend, it may be 
he hath not ſaid it, and if he have, that id 
ſpeak it not * 
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Addreſs myſelf to the candid, impartial, and intelligent 
1 Reader, becauſe it is very poſſible that Intelligence may be 


attended with a prodigious Deficiency of Candour and Impar- 


tiality, as I ſhall have Occafion by and by to obſerve, when I 


come to ſettle a ſmall Affair between myſelf and our public 


Critics, | 


| If it is a important and laudable Virtue to be animated with 


the ſame ſincere Regard for the Welfare and Proſperity of Eng- 
land, as it was in the antient Romans Cicero or Brutus for that 
of Rome; let me here obſerve, that our Country is at preſent 


unhappily divided by political Factions, and religious unchari- 
table Controverſies; and whoever can ſo happily moderate, be- 
tween the contending Parties, as to prevent any intended Out- 


rages of Violence on Perſon and Property, may be ſaid to do. 


ſignal Sers ice to the important Cauſe of God, of Virtue, and 


true Religion, What the great Roman Poet, under the beau- 
tiful Metaphor of a Ship, ſaid of his own Country, may perti- 
nently, I think, be applied to ours. O Nawvis, referent in were. 


te novi Fluctus, o quid agis; fortiter occupa 'portums 


Theſe Words I ſhall take the Liberty to explain, paraphraſe, 


and apply in the following Manner. O England! thou art 


again involved in a freſh Scene of Misfortunes; O what art thou. 


about? Prudentially look out for, and in ſpight of all Tempta» 
tions to the contrary, when found, with a true Fortitude of 


Mind continue in the deſired Haven of Unity and Peace. And 
though 1 have ſincerely declared to have all my Ports of Know-' | 


ledge and Literature intirely open, for the Importation of all 


neceſſary Materials to Repair ot Reform, as my legal Superiors 


ſhall determine, the few myſteriouſly dark, ambiguous, and 
unifhportant Parts of a religious Eſtabliſhment ; and whatever 
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To the candid, impartial, and intelligent Reader. 
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Merit by the Candid and Impartial ſhall be allowed to this Per- 


formance, 
moſh 


from our-public Critics it is ſure to meet with a 
ourable and ungracious Reception. - 


The honourable Characteriſlic which they have been pleaſed 
to beſtow upon my literary and moral Deſer ts, and which is 
diſtinguiſhed by à ſmall Type, anſwerable to the Smallneſs of 
Abilities, which, to the eternal Diſcredit of fair Dealing, they 
hie evidently exhibited, obligeth me to make the followin 
Obſervations. You reviewing and deſpotic Arbiters of Contro- 
verſy expect to be complimented perhaps with the huge Title 
of High Mightinefles, Lords of the Manor of Criticiſm, univer- 
ſab Gaygers and Exciſers of Authorſhip, laying Claim to an 
Empire no leſs extenſive than that of the famous Quack, men- 
tioned by Dean Swirr, who had the Impudence to ſay that 
his Name and Medicines were well known from the Sun's 
oriental Exaltation, to its occidental Declination. You, and 
Every illiterate Diſſenting Miniſter, may de proudly diſpoſed to 
fay; Exegi Monumentum are prrennius. But I pretend to afſirm 
only in my own Behalf, Eæ guovis lig no non fit Mercurius. Tho- 
perhaps my Mouument of Wood my preſerve a reſpectable 
- Appearance, when yours, though 'made of a ſtronger Metal 
than Braſs, ſhall be unexpectedly ae up into the moſt uleleſs 
eee 1 e en, 
N:. | | vn; Torii : 
I well-reaſoned Sn, that thi. Biſhops. have long 
yo turned a deaf Ear to Inſtruction, the unjuſt aridicoritempts- 
ous Manner in which Dr. Batovur, Dr, Powers, and other 
Gentlemen abundantly their Superiors in Abilities and Situation, 
Hape been treated, are a manifeſt Proof of their having èom- 
mitted the moſt inſufferable Outrages on all the Bye and Turn- 
-pike Roads of Authorſhip, ſo that they deſerve to be ſhot at or 
deſtroyed by every one who has a Right to wear the Sword of 
_ Underſtanding, and carry the Piſtols of Judgment. It may 
juſtly be faid, that though your Knowledge is great, yet your 
Ignorance is greater; and therefore take this profitable Hint, 
that Wit and Raillery may be compared to a perpetual Preg- 
nancy, which, as foon as it is delivered of one Child, is preg- 
nant with another; or to a Sword of an infinite Number of 
Edges, every one of which is capahle of dealing out Deſtruction 
_— critical Ons, n — to the — 
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Elan by whom i it is uſed, If it was worth whiley — 
lay waſte your fenced Cities into ruinous Heaps; but fines J; 
intend to appear again very ſoon in the literary World, and ſince 
I hope in the mean Time that you will keep good Company; 
inclining you to treat your Superiors in a becoming Spirit o 
Candour and Impartiality ; it I ſhall find you thus happily re- 
generated, you ſhall not for the future be intirely excluded from / 
the natural Influences or Benedictions WS clone S. 
ration. «= t 


So much for the preſent, and letz your „ae fails... | 
though a Failure in Judgment is a Circumſtance bich 1 hould:; 
not at all be ſurpriſed at, in a long Courſe of critical Engage- | 
ments, will be eſteemed enough, and perhaps by the combined... 
Fraternity of diſſenting Bigo:s, more than enough: But how 
evgr, let the intelligent Reader, in the pleaſant Humour. of, 
Curioſity, caſt a tranſient Glance, for it will not bear examn-", , 
ing, on the following Characteriſtic, which I am ſure, could. 
not be coined in the religious Mint of the pure Word ol God, 
but in that of the pure Word of Criticiſm, of which Phra un- 
doubteglly, every ſenſible. Man mull have 4 * clear and ade 
quate Iden. | + Af ft GSO 


24 1 : 
Norz. This Perkin mnt: contains a ſtrange Mixture ef 


Senſe and Folly, of Liberality and Narrow-mindedneſs, though 
with à moſt unhappy Preponderancy on the Side of Abſurdity 
and Bigotry. The Author defines an Inſtitute to be any Pre- 
poſition which is immediately aſſented to by the common Senſe * 
and Reaſon of Mankind; and yet he has numbered amongſt his 
Inſtitutes, not only many Things which are of a diſputable Na- 
ture, but even many Things which are abſurd to the laſt De- 
gree; has adapted likewiſe the moſt ridiculous Peculſarities 
with Regard to his Orthographys his Innovations in this Re- 
ſpect go far beyond the uſual Line of Pedantry and Aaron, þ 
and are as diſcreditable to his wn as to — Taſte. 


This is not much more chan haif of a dull character dle 
Narrative, when half the Quantity of a written Sample of * coo 
Author's Abilities, would have been paying the intelligent Rea- 


derithe Compliment of judging for himſelf: but any Written 


| "APIS they were ſuſficicr * perſiaded would have put their 
e 


A PP E * D . * 


Underſtanding and Judgment to a 8 ors I am- 
wantonly-charged in their uſual Spirit of Infallibility, with a 
pedantic kind of Kakography; but let theſe heroic vulgar 
| Seribes have «little Patience, and they ſhall ſoon be informed 
of "ſeveral Things relative to the Nature and” fixed Rules of 
Spelling and Orthography, of which at preſent they are as 1g- 
norant as they are of the Conſtitution and Figure of the Inha- 
bitants of the Moon or of Saturn, As to every Letter of which 
are compoſed theſe two Words of my Charaeriltie, Narrow- 
mindedneſs, and long-lived, they are fo beautiful in Appear 
ance, and ſo well adapted to give an harmonious Elegancy to 
every Sentence of pure Criticiſm, that I would recommend a 
Reviewer's having them ſet to a briſk lively Tune, and by the 
Help of a good Bag-pipe, which I will uſe my Intereſt to pro- 
cure, it may enable him to defray the extraordinary Expences 
of his next Journey from a London Garret, to ſome dirty 
Apartment near St. Patrick's Croſs; but I would adviſe him with 
the ſame Tenderneſs which he has impertinently expreſſed for 
my Character, not loudly to vociferate theſe Words to every 
Traveller whom he ſhall meet with both by Sea and Land, left 
he thould'be apprehended and ſent to Bedlam for a Mad-man, ; 
or like to what happened to the great Poet Sophocles, in antient 
Greece, he ſhould be tried in the Court of Chancery for Lunacy 
or Ideotiſm. 


1 „ ; k 


f$ 6132 glow; * 
To ſell Charaeriſtics without any written Sample of Abili- | 
ties, is ſelling them as the old Tartar General ſold Wives: He 
1s humorouſly ſaid in the Spectators, to have ordered the Fe- 
| males of a certain conquered City, to be. ſewed up in Bags, to 
be brought into the public Market, and whoever was, diſpoſed 
to buy a Wife, was obliged, without being permitted to ſee 
ber, to take bis Bag, paying down as much Money for it as 
upon the outfide was particularly ſpecified, But if this Me- 
thod of trafficing in the Commodity of Characteriſtics is con- 
tinued, it will end in paying no more Regard to the Reviewers 
Judgment, than the Roman Poet paid to his Ambubagarum 
Collegia et Pharmacopolæ. In which Caſe it will probably hap- 
pen, that every dirty Perſian or Engliſh Wench will expect for 
the Trifle of a Shilling Reviewer, to purchaſe a Recommend to 
the. — - © any of a Nobleman's as and ever 


<a * 


o * 
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filly Quack will be encouraged to apply with the = trifling _ 
Reward, for a proper Certificate to FAY — — 
into the College of * dues & a 
15 | 
But to cloſe this Erect oa + the 3 * ; 
forry that I have been obliged, and hope that no future Occaſon 
will be given for it, to try my Talents in this Way upon our 
bruifing or gladiatorial Wits; as. if no Fiſt can bruiſe; and no 
Sword can cut like theirs. Let us ſee therefore what Ingredi- 
ents are neceſſary completely to furniſh the Shop of a critical 
Apothecary. or Confectioner: One Grain of Senſe, Two Penny- 
weights of Folly, Five Drachms of Liberality, Two Ounces of 
| Narrow-mindedneſs, a few Pounds of regenerated literary Capa- 


city, and a pretty large Quantity of impertinent and tender Re, 


gards for the Credit and Reputation of Authors, will render 
the Name, Medicines, and Sweetmeats of a reviewing Critic,” 
notoriouſly famous, like Dean SwirT's impudent Quack above--; 
mentioned, from the Sun's oriental Exaltation, to i decidental - 
Declination. My Characteriſtic threatened a perpetual Haniſh- 
ment from the Literary World, but in Spite- of critical. Me 
naces, I may continue longer in it than it was expected, and”. 
perhaps my critical Adverſaries will have more to fear from.chat” 
Fortitude of Reaſon and Argument which belongs d ou Britih 
Lion, than I have to dread from their puſillanimous and unar- : 
gumentative Infallibility of a Gallic Cock. For though the 
Fetters and Chains of religious Patriotiſm, or of Proteſtane Diſ-.. 
ſenters are not titled with the Name of a Poes or a BU, vet 
they may not be the leſs Arbitrary, Oppreſſive, aud Cruel. . 
Whether a Cyan Lts and his High-Churchman, ar an OA 
with his Preſbyterian Fanatics, Independent Puritans, or Anti- , 
pædo- Baptiſtian Enthuſiaſts, made the heavieſt Chains ot Sla- 
very, is a Point which I ſhall not undertake to determine, but 
I would adviſe the ſenſible and conſiderate Part of his TT 
Subjects to be upon their Guard againſt both. 


The Reviewers favourite Author of Reflections on the Fate 
of the Petition, (for whatever Reaſons and Arguments ſhall be 
urged in the preſent Controverſy by a Prelate, Dean, or Arch- 
Deacon, they muſt be eſteemed by the pure Word of Criticiſm 
as mere Futilities) The Reviewer's favourite Author, I ſay. 
in a mere declamatory and oratorial Manger, has familiarly in- 

5 V 


v # 


— 


A 


$454 N 2 1 - 


A 
* th Spirits of Locke, Barnet, Hoadly, Tillotſon, Clarke, 
Newton, (but it happens very unluckily that theſe very . 
did not approve of our Reflectioner's Plan of Reformation) 

_ what Effet have your Opinions had towards procuring a re- 
eſtabliſhmgnt of religious Liberty? And I ſhall here, in Con- 
eluſion alſo, put the following Queftions to our Do. 
fenders of diſſenting and mrs hy Liberty, ſuch as the antient 
Dutch or German Divine called juſt, true, equal, and impartial 

| Liberty, © Ye Spirits of Richmond, Chatham, Hoghton, Mere. 
drith, Savile, and Fox; are ye fully ſatisfied that any ſolemn 

Declaration of a Belief in one Eternal, Inviſible, and Indepen- 
dent Being, the Maker and Preſerver of all Things Viſible and 
Inviſible, in Jeſus Chriſt his only begotten Son, and in the re- 
pugnancy of certain Romiſh Doctrines to Reaſon and Scripture, . 

. cay be offering Violence to the beſt Proteſtant Conſcience which 
was in the laſt, and may be found in the next Seffion of Parlia- 
ment; and that ſuch important Doctrines are not perſpicuouſſy 

© delineated in our XXXIX Articles? Are you fully perſuaded 

that every Member of the Houſe of Lords and Commons, who 
difſented from y6u' on reWgious Subjects, could not do it with: 

Sincerity or with the moſt fatisfaftory Convictions of 3 | 

and Conſcience ? And ouglit they, upon Account of ſuch a' a 

Diſſention, to be deprived of their temporal and eccleſiaſtical © 

Dignities and Emolumeats, to be fined, impriſoned, and bu- , 

; ried under the Ruins of an Eſtabliſhment, as our public Critics, 

' the Author of the ConfeflionaF and of Reflections on the Fate 
of the Petition, have evidently fignified and declared? To the 
above Teachers of religious patriotic Liberty, let me beg Leave 
to recommend the following Virtues, of which I have clearly / 
proved them to be extremely deſtitute ; a ready Obedience to-4 
if Governors; Candour, Charity, and a ſound logical Me- 
thod of reaſoning, thoroughly e of Invective, and de. | 


| feecated of Scurrility. 
nr 
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4 HIS Second Appendix was occaſioned. * a fre News 


Mail juſt arrived at the Reviewers Office, and a public 


. of it is principally intended for the Proteflors 


of Nature, Believers of Fate, and Acknowledgers of Art. The 


* 


Contents of this News Mail are briefly theſe which follow. 


A Diſſenting Teacher has lately publiſhed a Farce-Comedy of 
One Shilling Act, whoſe principal Excellency it is to be calcu- 


lated to extort a Smile from the graveſt Philoſopher or the moſt 
ſerious Divine, that this ſame diſſenting Teacher has pur- 


| poſer in his Heart to compoſe an Epic Poem, of which the 


ord Biſhop of Landaff*s religious Character and Sentiments are 


to be the principal Subject; but let me give theſe Gentry this 


wholeſome and profitable Hint, (for borizontal Boundaries muſt 


be aTermination of Sight to a reviewing Philoſopher, as well a 


to a German Boor) that if they intend to continue their Attacks 


againſt the Church of England, by the mere Effronteries of 


Wit and Raillery, his Lordſhip will not want Friends who may 
preſent them with more Dainties of this Kind than they may 


tave Inclination to make uſe of, or Stomachs to digeſt. - What 


Mr. Porz ſaid of Lord Botinzzoke is truly applicable to a 


Reviewer; that on religious Subjects he is a rank Trifler, of 
which untoward Matter of Fact, we have full Evidence from 
his proceeding to aſk this tutile Queſtion : ©. Who does. not | 
know that the Biſhops have long ago turned a deat Ear to In- 
ſtruction, and hare followed the Devices of their own Hearts?” 


Has conſented to the pulling down our eſtabliſhed Churc 
and of burying all the Biſhops under their Ruins, as the Goſj 


and moſt divine Method of propagating theirUnitarian Doctrine; 


ſo that he is become a fair Vermin Game, which deſerves to be 
marked and ſhot at by every yoſlible Method which bor gs 


acity can invent, 


I am now goiog to act a Part in athe Neceſũty of 8 je 


which I allow is not very conſiſtent with the Gravity of a Di- 


vine; 
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vine; nor is it leſs ſo with that of « reviewing PISS, i 
he was but tolerably well verſed, chough he pretends to be 
abundantly ſo, in the Euc lidian, Platonical and Architectonic 
Arts of Reaſoning, * | 


I ſhall-here confider this intended Epic Poem as a young 
Hero or Heroine in Embryo, for it will make no great Diffe- 
rence whether it ſhall be a Male or Female Production; and 
the Reviewers have importantly notified the offering up their 
fervent and hearty Prayers for his or her Parents ſafe Delivery- 
That Gentlemen of the reviewing Faculty offer up their Prayers 

to any real and active Providence, I have ſome doubt, but I am 
fully-perſuaded that they have as great Intereſt in all the Pow - 
ers Ts Ilaroro; T1; Jugius, Tv ne, 144 Texyns, as the moſt antient 
learned fortuitouſly atomical Democritus or Anaxagoras. 


. Nore, I would recommend to theſe crude Philoſophers, the 
24 of a little moſt excellent Treatiſe on Laws, of the ini. 

mitable and philoſophic PI ATo, in which be has deſignedly, 
-tully, and mathematically demonſtrated the eternal Powers of 
Theiſm ;. and of Conſequence, that the Powers of Nature, of 
Fate, and of Art, are not ſo conſiderable or important as * 
ny ſome other great Geniuſſes are apt to imagine. 


: en tac Obſervation of Lord SHarTEsBURY's, 
concerning the efficacy of the farcical Fooleries of St. Bartholo- 
mew's Fair, if this young Hero ſhould live to a mature Age, 
though from the ſcanty Emoluments of a diflenting Teacher, 
- he muſt run a great riſk of being miſerably ſtarved long before 
he can arrive to that defirable Period, he intends to try under 
the Reviewers Tuition, ii Ridicule is not the only proper Teſt 
or Standard of Truth: But the Reviewers Memory is become 
ig defective as to a very remarkable Occurrence in 
the laſt Century: Though ſuch a defect of Memory I can 
eafily account for from the many Bruiſes, Scars, Wounds, and 
putnfying Sores with which they have been tortured in a long 
forty Years Courſe of literary Engagements and critical Battles: 
otherwiſe it had been eaſy to recollect, that in Charles the Se- 

_ * the e the Church of England a Chal- 
F lenge 
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lenge to enter the Liſt of ridicule-Combatants, the Challenge 


was accepted, and Mr. Borrzx obliged their moſt renowned 
Champions in this Way, to retire with broken Heads and lop- 
ping Ears; and now the Challenge i is no leſs daringly than fool - 


iſhly renewed, when it is great odds but ſome regular Deſcen- 


dant of the Hudibraſtic or Butler Family, will not only — 
their Heads, but their Backs and Legs, unhappily entailing on 
every riſing Generation of Diflenters, ſuch a Multitude of hows 
dily Imbecilities and Impotencies as will oblige them to ere& + 


more Hoſpitals for Invalids, than even the great Emoluments 


of a Diſſenting Teacher can connenienty afford, 


But, however, if they are reſolved to engage with this EW : 
gerous Weapon of Ridicule, let me ſuppoſe this young Hero to 
be of a proper Age, and to be ſupported by the Reviewers © 
themſelves; and let me here obſerve alſo to this young Hero 
and his Friends, that if at the next return of St. Bartholo- 


mew's Fair, they look with due Attention at the South Eaſt* _ 
End of it, they will perhaps diſcern the Ghoſt of Lord Shafteſ- 


bury crying and ſelling Mop-Sticks, in a Tone and Attitude 


indeed in which none but an immenſely learned and reviewing , - 


Magician can underſtand or diſtinguiſh: And fince it is a Ghoſt” 

of univerſal and deiſtical Benevolence, it is likely chat he will 

ſell them at a Price ' proportioned to the Corum og a: 
Dodrigian Academic. 


Now on one of theſe Mop-Sticks they ſhall be allowed to diſ- 
play what Flags of mock Prelacy they pleaſe, being ſuch,” T 
take it for granted, as are calculated to attract the Attention of 
a prophane diſſenting Vulgar. As for my own Part, odi , 
phanum vulgus, et arceo 10 

Let me here alſo inform this young Hero, and his lerne! 

Tutors, what at this Time they are not ſufficiently apprized of, 

that St. Bartholomew's Fair will ſupply us at a very 

Rate, with a commodious Sort of portable Gallows's, on one &. 
which ſhall be erected the Head of a prieſtly Reviewer; and 
this puts me in Mind of what Dr, CLARkE ſaid of ſome ge, 
Eccleſiaſtic in bis Time, That unleſs he was much-miſtaken, - 

we have one now who is high Prieſt enough indeed, meaning. 

| | ſomething 
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mmm ets of Babylon, Who, 


and clandeſtinely placed himſelf down in the Anti-chriſtian 
Chair of Infallibility, claiming a divine Prerogative of giving : 
an abſoluteDecifion in all Controverſies both Civil and Religious. 
On this Gallows, I ſay, ſhall be erected only the mere Head of 
a pneſtly Reviewer, becauſe ſuch a Head muſt be allowed to 
do more than the Head aud Body of auy other Ferſon, however | 
academically educated and literate, 


| Whether I am to confider this young 1 as one of the Re- 
viewers illegimate Brats, or as the hallowed Babe of ſome long 
0 praying Puritan, we muſt ſuppoſe that he comes from PL arto's 
prezixtant State, even in his firſt Stage of Infancy, to have a 
Budget of Hieroghyphical Myſteries, & to come into the World 
a full-teeth'd perfect Animal, and if he ſhould have a reviewing * 
Head turned upon one Shoulder, looking and feading backward ' 


inſtead of looking and r it will be a Curiofity . 
an hallowed Babe indeed. 


But one Step further, from big high and ey Birth 
we can eaſily conceive that he may not be inferior to a young 
heathen Deity and if a beautiful Europa ſhould fall in his 
Way, it is vey; poſſible that under the Covering of a Bull he, 


may generate other infernal and celeſtial Deities, who may make 


- venerable a tans as a Pluto or his Proſerpine, as a Jove or; 
bis Juno. 

r 

'N ore, The Tricks of Eurdpa and Jupiter are i re- 

lated by the antient Greek Poet Anaereon, are pleaſingly trau 

flated by Mr. Ap DIS Ov, who dedicated his Edition of 


this Author to his preſent Majeſty" s Father, Prince of Wales. 


And I ſhall a now conclude, as I think it is high Time that we 
ſhould, having taken more Notice of this Harlequin Race of 
Philoſophers than they deſerve, reſerving a few other Compli- 

ments for this epic Hero when his Birth ſhall be properly and 
| critically notified, with obſerving, I hope that a handſome Suir 
of puritanic Baby-Cloaths: will be provided for this hallowed Babe 
to yer his Nakedneſs, for it will require a great deal of Charity 
0 keep him ſenſibly Warm, and that his Birth will have all due 
| - Honours, : 
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| Honours, through the Interceſſion of the fervent and hearty 
Prayers of our learned Critics and Commentators on Ridicules*7 
who have more mediatorial Saints among dead, antient, and 
modern Puritans to be are to be met with in 's 
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